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What do you think about the new Hall 27

§ Rolf Kathrein-
| Lehman
Ortlieb
Heilsbronn,
Germany

| think this new hall is really
great — very convenient. In
the European trade shows we
have many different halls so we
are used to tracking between
them. You just need to get your
orientation and keep in mind
where you are exactly. So, a big
thumbs up.

Kevin Lin
Retailer
Toufen,
Taiwan

Hall 2 seems a lot wider, bigger,
and more comfortable to walk
around. Hall 1 just feels more
crowded.

It’s just a bit of a hassle in
that every year, most of your
suppliers are in the same place,
more or less. But now a lot of
them are in the new hall and
finding them is a bit tricky. |
have to relearn the locations.

| initially didn’t know there
was a walkway underneath the
road. So | had to find my way
across the street on my first
visit.

& Dollar Cheng
‘ I Chuan Wei
el

Industrial
Yuanlin City,
Taiwan

Hall 1 on the fourth floor is very
clearly for complete bikes and
foreign exhibitors. In the past,
components exhibitors were
mainly all together on the first
floor.

But the new hall is a bit of a
mess in that there is no clear
classification system. Exhibitors
have been placed at random. In
addition, the separation of the
halls makes it harder for visitors
to organize their time for meet-
ings. From the fourth floor of
Hall 1 to the fourth floor of Hall
2 is quite a journey.

Terry Lin

Sapience
Shan Pien
Township,
Taiwan

The information could be clear-
er. Quite a few people still don’t
know there is a Hall 2. Another
thing is that the total space is
smaller, but the walkway is wid-
er. It gives the feeling of fewer
visitors. If there was an oppor-
tunity to move back to Hall 1
then we would take it.

¥ Edward Huang
= V-Grip
Datong Village,
Taiwan

New location or old location is
not an issue. Sure, the hall
space feels very comfortable,
but when it comes down to it,
this won’t make any difference
to business. Your business suc-
cess depends on your own ca-
pabilities. Wildcards like chang-
ing locations are all part and
parcel of doing business. We're
used to it, and it’s business as
usual.

TPl -udy Ho
Limotec

‘5@- . Taichung City,
H - Taiwan

il

The separation of the halls
means that customers have to
track back and forth between
the two. Customers’ time is lim-
ited and they often have to pack
meetings together in a short
time. In the past it was just a
matter of moving between the
first and fourth floors of Hall 1.

But we certainly appreciate
the bigger space over here [in
Hall 2]. If, for instance, we had
to make a choice between stay-
ing here and moving back to
Hall 1, we’d have to think about
that.

Jason Chang
JCool

Dali City,
Taiwan

The booth layout all looks good
and the foreign visitors are lik-
ing it. It’s more compact than
Hall 1, but that’s good. You can
almost see the full range of ex-
hibitors along the aisles. The
better visibility makes it easier
to get around and find who you
need to find. It’s convenient.

David Tsai
Seiki
Huatan
Changhua,
Taiwan

Hall 2 is smaller, but the loca-
tion is good. Visitors and exhib-
itors are all going through the
process of getting used to it.
The facilities are very good and
the toilets are excellent.

Yesterday [Wednesday, the
first show day] was pretty quiet,
but today there are many more
visitors. I'm thinking visitors
probably spent the day over in
Hall 1Tand now have shifted their
attention to Hall 2.

M Glenn Reeves / Sabinna Den
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SHOW DAILY LIVE FROM THE SHOW

GENERAL SHOW INFORMATION

All events are at the Nangang Exhibition Halls unless otherwise noted.

SHUTTLE BUS ROUTES

Hotel Shuttle

GENERAL SHOW
INFORMATION

TAIPEI CYCLE

WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY,
MARCH 27-29
Show hours: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
March 29 is a public day

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
(PUBLIC DAY)
Show hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Venues: Nangang Exhibition Center

Hall 1 (4th floor) and Hall 2
(1st and 4th floors)

TAIPEI CYCLE
ALL DAY EVENTS

Outdoor Demo
Nangang Hall 1, South outdoor
corridor

d&i Golden Awards Gallery
Nangang Hall 2, 4th floor lobby

8:30 - 9 a.m. Registration

9 a.m. - 12 noon:; The Most Exciting

E-bike Trends

Marian Baukrowitz, research
director, 4C Consumer

Insight

Susanne Brusch, CEO, Pedelec
Adventures

Manuel Marsilio, general
manager, the

Confederation of the European
Bicycle Industry (CONEBI)

1:30 - 2 p.m. Registration
2 - 5 p.m. Cycling in the Cities of
the Future

Morten Kabell, CEO,

Marian Baukrowitz of 4C Consumer
Insight is one of today’s speakers at
the Taipei Cycle Forum

9:30 a.m. -5 p.m.
Taipei Cycle Salon
4F/Nangang Hall 1

Smart Cycling Pavilion
Note: Most speeches will be in
Chinese without
English translation

9:30 a.m. -12 noon
Morning Session:
Bicycle Culture Forum

2:30 -5 p.m.
Afternoon Session:
Bike Travel Talks

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
PUBLIC DAY

(depart from Nangang Exhibition Center, Hall 1)

Service Hours
Mar 27-29:17:45,18:00, 18:15, 18:30
Mar 30:14:45, 15:00, 15:15, 15:30

route @

Courtyard Marriott {Nangang MRT Station) (& it7/Xf@ & 14
EIE (BEERHE) ) > Gallery Hotel | BEBARSRR) — Hotel
Qoute Taipei [ FEARkEE ) - FX Hotel [ EEERFHENE )

route @

Shangri-La's Far Eastern Plaza Hotel Taipei (& 1& £ I & b
EREFFARRIE ) > Hotel Eclat Taipei [ AILIAFIERE) >
Howard Plaza Hotel Taipei ( &83t48ZEARERE ) — Fullon Hotel
Taipei [ BILBBARERE )

ROUTE

amba Taipei Songshan (#AILE & EE ) - Taipei Fullerton
Hotel {Nangang MRT Station) (&ILERHERIE (FAREE) | >
Sunworld Dynasty Taipei (8tESHAIEE ) - Brother Hotel
[ SEBABRIE )

ROUTE

LA Maison Hotel [ EZRARk ) — Grand Victoria Hotel (#Z5
EAELE (KE) ) > The Grand Hotel (BIbBILLAERIE) >
The Imperial Hotel Taipei {near MRT Zhongshan Elementary
School Station) (ZFEBIAERE GARBEHRILELN )

Theme Pavilions: Copenhagenize Design ROUTEG
B Zeviem Company SEIY QLS = 22 [T PALAIS de CHINE (&9LB&ERS ) > Fortune Hiya Hotel [ I
taly Pavili h ch . Taipei Cycle Salon BE512) > CAESAR PARK (MRT Taipei Main Station) [ &4t \
e B Shyue-tair Chen, commissioner 4F/Nangang Hall 1 HUBARRRE (BBEAILEE) | - Cosmos Hotel Taipei (&4t -

Japan Pavilion
Korea Pavilion

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
PUBLIC DAY

9a.m.-5p.m.

Taipei Cycle Forum
4F Room 401/Nangang Hall 1

Booth No.

of the Department of
Transportation for the Taipei
City Government

Kevin Mayne, CEO, Cycling
Industries Europe

NT$1,000 per session at the door

(Hall 2)

50902

@ www.nexotire.com

o nex

Smart Cycling Pavilion

9:30 a.m. - 12 noon
Morning Session: 1on 1 Sprint
Roller Racing

1-2p.m.
Mid-day Session: Rapha Custom
Sharing Event

trajet.com

KRAERIE ) > Taipei Garden Hotel | &3LIEEERS )

route @

Miramar Garden Taipei (B At ZBEEEEE) > The
Evergreen Laurel Hotel (R&EH#EBEE (BIdL) ) > The
Ambassador Hotel Taipei [ S9tEIEAERIE ) - Royal Seasons
Hotel {Nanjing West) [ &@ItE2ERZETAEE (A1LRTEE) )

SAFE PUNCTURE

PROOF DURABLE
Exclusive
patented Burst-proof Over 5,000 KM
safety device Inflation-free

El NEXO Taiwan




BICYCLE MANUFACTURING ™
SERVICES & SOLUTIONS :

. DESIGN SUPPORT < \

! - In-depth cycle design know how : —
VIETNAM i . Urban
\ : Suspension -
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- ASIA and EUROPE
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SPECIALITY SERVICES

- In House Alloy Frame Fabrication
- Frame/Part Paint Finish Contractor
. Multiple Lines
Maximum flexibility
. Powder Coating
Wet Paint
- Wheel Building Contractor
. High End Hand Built Service
- Precision Machines for Mass Volume £
- Comprehensive bicycle knowledge to help
achieve your cycling goal! ! Frr LY

E-BIKE PRODUCTION EXPERTS= I,"'

- Hands On Hardware/Software Management v
- Flexible Sub Assembly Management e
- Final Assembly Analysis Before Packaging
- Systematic Problem Solving ;
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. BAFANG
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INNOVA-PRO

O INNOVA RUBBER CO., LTD.

DON’T KNOCK
THIS WOOD

You don’t see much wood
among the sea of carbon
frames and alloy components
at Taipei Cycle — especially a
product that retails for $1,200.

But the Wooden Trolley at Hazel
is no simple hunk of lum-
ber. Intended for professional mechanics,
it’s constructed from pieces of FSC-certified
hazelwood from Taiwan which are then run
through CNC machines.

Trays glide open and shut with impressive
smoothness, proof of its fine carpentry. Ha-
zel will customize the EVA drawer liners that
hold tools in place at the customer’s request.
The trolley weighs 105kg (231 pounds).

The Wooden Trolley’s creator, James Li,
also makes foam floor and yoga mats but
wanted to do something unique.

The idea came from a request by a bicy-
cle brand that needed special packaging
for a limited-edition range of tools. Li made
them a toolbox of fine wood with intricately
CNC’d inserts. “The feedback was so posi-
tive that | decided to take things a few steps
further, and founded Hazel.”

The Wooden Trolley is too pricey for Tai-
wan bikeshops, so Li looks for sales abroad.
“Sofarlhavesold 50 unitsofthe Wooden Trol-
ley to North America, various countries in Eu-
rope, and to Japan and South Korea,” he said.
M Laurens van Rooijen

www.innovatires.com

EFLOW LOOKS TO MAKE
BIKESHARING RESPECTABLE

Thanks to overly aggressive operators, bikesharing has often
made headlines for the wrong reasons.

ow, Fairly and its Euro-
N pean subsidiary, eFlow,

are attempting to clean
up the sometimes disreputable
image of bikesharing.

Based in New Taipei City —
away from the industry’s Taic-
hung hub — Fairly Bike Manu-
facturing CEXWSVZTFITISE] is
entering the bikeshare market
step by step, instead of at-
tempting the kind of shock
and awe campaigns mounted
by such operators as Ofo and
Mobike.

It started by supplying
2,000 share bikes to the twin
German cities of Mainz and Wi-
esbaden. Bernd Adamski, CEO
of eFlow, said officials wanted
to replace their existing fleet of
4,000 share bikes.

“But the two cities could not
find any existing sharing bikes
that met their needs, so they
contacted our offices,” Adam-
ski said in an interview Thurs-
day. “Upon analyzing what ex-
actly they wanted, we set off
to design a bike to meet their
needs.”

Instead of looking for bikes
that were as cheap as possible,
Mainz and Wiesbaden sought
vehicles that would be sustain-
able and vandal-resistant.

“From the sturdy alloy frame
with a tough powder coating to
the fully integrated cables, the
well-protected head light, the
closed chain case, Enviolo’s
internal transmission hub and
Pintorx screws, the bike we
came up with is easy to use,
hard to damage and low on
maintenance,” Adamski said.

Fairly and eFlow also came
up with a modular design so
the fleet could mix convention-
al and electrified bikes.

“Both versions share most
spare parts, so fleet operators
do not need to store two sepa-
rate stocks of spare parts, and
the handling is more standard-

eFlow CEO Bernd Adamski with the company’s sturdy, modular — and

ized as well,” he said.

The eFlow sharebike can
even accommodate docked or
dockless systems with a simple
conversion, Adamski said —
thus sidestepping one of the
most hotly contested issues in
today’s bikeshare industry.

“The conversion from dock-
less to dock-based versions
is straightforward,” he said.
It involves a metal safety bar
that keeps the headlight out
of harm’s way. For docked sys-
tems, eFlow replaces the bar
with a component that fits into
the docks.

Docked and dockless bikes
use the same smart lock that
can be converted to either use
by adjusting the software. The
sharebikes also are equipped
to handle inductive charging.

System operators appreci-
ate the fact that the eFlow
sharebike has plenty of space
for advertising, which helps
underwrite many bikeshare
systems.

That’s especially welcome

expensive — electric share bike

because the eFlow bikes cost
roughly six times as much as
their Chinese-made rivals.
eFlow sells its conventional
share bike for about €1,500

($2,060), and the electri-
fied version for about €2,500
($3,400).

Fairly and eFlow aren’t stop-
ping with share bikes, however.
They are also working on an
electric motor scooter that will
provide a longer-range option
for share system customers
who want to travel consider-
ably longer distances.

“The development of the
scooter has reached about
90 percent of completion, but
we’d rather not set a fixed date
when it will be premiered,” Ad-
amski said.

With the scooter, Fairly and
eFlow will be able to offer a
full e-mobility package for
cities that want to introduce
bike- and scooter-share sys-
tems that aren’t based around
as-cheap-as-possible vehicles.
B Laurens van Rooijen
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THE BIKEMAKERS BEHIND THE BIKES

While you’re drooling over the hottest new bikes at Taipei Cycle, take a moment to acknowledge the
craftsmen and women who made them.

photography exhibit at the
Ashow honors the men and

women of Taiwan’s bike
factories with a series of spare,
dignified portraits.

Darryl Carey, a professional
photographer based in New Zea-
land, spent months visiting some
of Taiwan’s biggest and oldest
bicycle factories to produce this

unique exhibition. Factory own-
ers gave him exclusive access.
“Many people believe that only
automated machines and robots
build the bicycle components
along the production chain,” Car-
rey said in a narrative that accom-
panies the exhibit. “However, this
is far from the truth as almost all
the main factories have a large

human resource workforce.”

He adds, “As you can see, most
of the workforce are middle-aged
and have worked at the factory
for most of their working lives and
more than one generation. Every-
one was dedicated and passion-
ate in their role and valued their
importance within the production
chain in the manufacturing of the

bicycles we see and purchase to-
day.”

Carey said he had been think-
ing about the project for three
years, and started after last
year’s Taipei Cycle.

The exhibit is on display in the
ground floor lobby of Hall 2. m

Photos courtesy of Darryl Carey
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SANTINI EXPANDS TRIATHLON LINE
WITH IRONMAN LICENSING DEAL

Santini is known for its cycling apparel, but
the Italian company is expanding its presence
in triathlon under a new licensing agreement
with l[ronman, which operates more than 260

triathlons and other athletic events in 44
countries.

€€ hat we really like to do
is to bring into triath-
lon a lot of the experi-

ence and research that we did for
cycling,” Monica Santini, chief exec-
utive of Santini
said at the company’s Taipei Cycle
booth.

In Taipei, Santiniis showing some
of the company’s first triathlon
pieces under the licensing deal,
with the Ironman logo integrated in
the design. “The line is really high-
end, very technical and very aero-
dynamic,” she said.

The apparel brand has been in-
volved in triathlon for eight years,
and the segment now accounts for
about 8 percent of Santini’s overall
sales, or €18 million ($25 million)
last year. Santini wants to increase
that share to 25 percent without
slowing its growth in other catego-
ries.

The Ironman relationship should
give a boost to Santini’s push into
the triathlon market. “We decided
that if we wanted really to reach
the goal to be visible globally, we
needed to have a major sponsor-
ship,” the CEO said.

Santini said the [ronman deal in-
volves a range of merchandise and

exclusive global rights for Ironman-
branded triathlon and cycling gar-
ments. [ronman’s other partners are
Roka for swimming gear and Hoka
One One for running footwear.

“Our goal is to be recognized as
the triathlon brand,” Santini said,
“and once these athletes decide
that they want to quit the long dis-
tance and stick with bicycle cloth-
ing, we are the brand that is going
to be there for them.”

The chief executive runs the
company with her sister, Paola —
an occasional triathlete who is in
charge of marketing at Santini.
M Barbara Smit

Monica Santini displays two of the
pieces in her company’s new
Ironman triathlon apparel line.

ALPINESTARS BRANCHES
INTO CYCLING HELMETS

Enduro and motocross riders already wear
Alpinestars protective gear on their knees
and elbows. Soon they’ll be able to wear it on
their heads, as the Italian brand is branching
into cycling helmets.

€€ e have enlarged our
research and de-
velopment team

for helmets in Asolo to cover the
enduro and motocross catego-
ries,” Francesco Florian, market
researcher at Alpinestars,
said at the booth.
The brand is based in Asolo, Italy.

The helmet division previously
focused on motorcycling. The
new cycling helmets come in two
versions, one of them with MIPS
technology. MIPS, which stands
for “Multi-Directional Impact Pro-
tection System,” was designed to
protect against rotational motion
in the brain from impacts.

The Taipei Cycle launch marks
the Italian company’s return to
show after skipping it last year.

Alpinestars also launched a line
of distinctive women’s apparel
that is on display in Taipei.

“Previously, the women’s prod-
ucts were basically the same as
for men,” Florian said. “This is the
first time we have garments that
are really designed for women

from the start.”

The range consists of about 10
products, including jerseys. The
flagship women’s product for fall
is the Stella Nalini jacket, which is
insulated with Primaloft. A stretch
panel at the back allows for more
freedom of movement, and the
hood is compatible with helmets.

Unlike the men’s versions, the
women’s shorts come with inte-
grated padding.

Sante Mazzarolo, an Italian
leather craftsman, founded Alpin-
estars to make motocross boots.
M Barbara Smit

A new Alpinestars cycling helmet
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hile they are not immune
to electrification, adding
a motor and battery in-

creases a folder’s complexity. While
the extra parts needed for electric
assist systems can stymie the por-
tability of a folded bike, the minia-
turization of battery technology is
helping keep e-folders as light as
possible.

Jivr

Jivr, CEYNSVZIFIE] equipped
with electric assist, has one of the
quickest folds we’'ve ever seen.
Once folded it can still be wheeled
easily — especially crucial for an
e-folder, to offset the increased
weight of the battery and motor.

The rest of its design is no less
smart either. By using a unique sin-
gle-sided chainstay that completely
encloses the drivetrain, the Jivr re-
duces maintenance and keeps a
rider’s clothes clean and snag-free.

The futuristic-looking Jivr also
features digital connectivity so us-
ers can control and monitor its
features on a smartphone. Having
generated serious interest during a
recent crowdfunding drive, the pro-
duction version of the Jivr will fea-
ture a 250-watt front hub motor. Its
maker says the Jivr can cover 50km
(31 miles) on asingle charge — more
than enough to get around town.

Cosmos Co-Polaris

OVERVIEW: FOLDING BIKES

THIS NEW CROP OF FOLDING BIKES ARE
MIGHTY SMALL BUT MIGHTY POWERFUL

The folding bike is one of cycling’s great design challenges. It must balance the need for a
compact folded package with the desire for full-sized ride characteristics.

Tern Vektron D8 folded

Chedech, FINNRVEITIMETLT) a

bike made that folds in three
steps, is light and compact. How
light? Choose the Shimano Dura-
Ace-equipped Air version, and it
weighs a ridiculously light 6.8kg (15
pounds). The somewhat less svelte
White and Landmark models use
a Sturmey Archer 5-speed internal
gear hub.

To keep weight down, every
model includes a carbon handlebar,
steering assembly, fork, seatpost,
and mudguard. The super-light Air

Lekuma E-Go

has a matching wheelset, while the
more workhorse 5-speed models
feature a tougher multi-spoke con-
struction. The 5-speed models have
an integrated carbon
fender that covers
the rear wheel, and
a TPU suspension
system for comfort
that can be tuned to
a rider’s weight and
preferences.
Components from
Schwalbe, Shimano,
and Tektro complete
the package, and
users can choose a
dedicated rear rack.
The Chedech mod-
els use mid-sized
18-inch wheels and
fold down to dimen-

sions of 71cm long by 35cm wide by
60cm high (28 inches by 14 inches
by 24 inches), making it one of the
most portable bikes on the market.

In its quest to accommodate full-
sized handling and a compact carry,
Cosmos uses
20-inch wheels on its Co-Polaris
model. To balance out negative ef-
fects on the bike’s carryability, Cos-
mos uses a very light carbon fiber
construction.

The Co-Polaris manages includes
a 22-speed drivetrain and hydraulic
disc brakes but weighs 9.5kg. While
it’s easily small enough for a daily
commute, its stiff frame and full-
featured groupset make it a good
companion for longer journeys.

The flowing lines of the carbon
chassis and seatpost also give it a

Zephyr Tromso

race-oriented look. The Co-Polaris
is a good travel companion be-
cause it goes just about anywhere
— including on most airlines.

At the outdoor demo area, Sport
Mania International (also exhibit-
ing at [EEYNNPYZIFECIIFY) is host-
ing a range of Tern bikes, including
the diminutive Vektron D8 e-folder.
Folding in 10 seconds flat, this fold-
er, equipped with a Bafang M400
Drive System, is ready for any com-
mute.

KTM Macina Fold

Chunky, puncture-resistant
Schwalbe Big Apple tires eat up
potholes, broken glass, and what-
ever else awaits riders on the mean
streets. Above them sit mudguards
to keep riders dry, while a rear rack
takes care of luggage.

The 250-watt Bafang mid-drive
motor produces a maximum speed
of 25 kph (EU) or 20 mph (US), so
it’s as fast as a full-sized hybrid but
small enough to store in the office
or take on the train.

Lekuma HALL 1/4F/N0824

makes small bikes for traveling
around a large planet. Its E-Go elec-
tric model is not just tiny, but is air-
plane-ready. Its lithium-ion battery
is enclosed within the frame and
meets airline safety standards so it
can fly with its rider. The E-Go’s 10-
inch wheels — among the smallest
found on any folding bike — ensure
that its folded size is equally small,
and at 13kg the bike won’t be a drag.

A 250-watt brushless motor pro-
vides assistance, while integrated
lights keep riders safe. They can be
activated via a multi-function con-
trol panel.

Also electric is the Tromsg from

Zephyr. GEXYRVZTILGEEE] 1t's hard
to tell at first that there is a battery
and motor onboard — the lithium-

Onipax R1
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ion battery is housed in the seat
bag.

A 7-speed Shimano Tourney sys-
tem drives the Tromsg’s 20-inch
wheels, and with other convention-
al bike parts including a stiff bar
and stem, it rides like a full-sized
bike.

The battery is removable, but
even when attached the bike
weighs 15.5kg. Its 250-watt hub
motor and battery offer a range of
around 50km.

The chunkier Macina Fold from
KTM is a mon-
ster of an electric folding bike, but
still collapses into a compact unitin
a few seconds.

At the heart of the 20-inch bike
is a smooth, silent Bosch Active
Plus motor and a sizeable 500Wh
PowerTube battery, integrated into
the downtube.

A Shimano Nexus 8-speed hub
provides a nice range of gearing,
and a belt drive cuts down on main-
tenance. The Macina Fold rides like
a much larger bike, and its step-
through frame make it easy to use.

The battery is removable and
can be recharged on or off the bike.
Hydraulic disc brakes, mudguards,
Busch & Muiller lights, and a robust
rear carrier make the Macina Fold a
machine of a folding bike.

Oyama [FIXUSVZIFIN Y up-

dated one of its popular models to
create the top-of-the-line CX E8D
Series Il e-folder.

A brawny 350-watt hub drive
motor with torque sensor gets rid-
ers moving, while hydraulic disc
brakes ensure they can stop. With
long experience in folding bikes,
Oyama builds in sturdiness with
a light aluminum frame, Shimano
8-speed gearing, Schwalbe Big
Apple tires, and double-wall alloy
rims.

Equally tough are the CNC-ma-
chined seatpost, folding stem, and
safety frame latch, all of which will
withstand years of day-in-day-out
usage. The bike includes a rear
rack, fenders and kickstand — and
Oyama even includes a handlebar
bell.

Hasa QLXAMRVEITAZAR is ex-

panding its range of folding bikes
to accompany its conventional
models, and has recently intro-
duced electrified folders.

One is the Halo, which takes its
cues from Hasa’s established F1
range. The Halo mounts a 36-volt
battery on a rack above the rear

Hasa Halo

wheel, which drives the front hub
motor and headlight.

A 9-speed Shimano derailleur
works with a sizable Saga Wing-
foot 53-teeth chainring. Its 20-inch
wheels come wrapped in fast-roll-
ing 1.5-inch-wide Kenda tires, while
mechanical Shimano disc brakes
are powerful and low maintenance.
The Halo weighs 18kg including
battery, so riders can carry it as
needed.

With more than two decades of
bikemaking experience, Taiwan’s
Onipax has al-
ways focused on safety and dura-
bility. It uses 3D forging technology
to create folding joints that offer
superior strength to many cheaper
alternatives.

Now, Onipax is developing bikes
with electric assistance and belt
drives, with options ranging from
the J160 with 16-inch wheels to the
M27.5, with full-height 27.5-inch
wheels.

One standout is the 1lkg R1, a
20-inch bike that incorporates a
Shimano Tiagra groupset, 6061
aluminum frame and OPX5.1 fold-
able and extendable stem, which
Onipax makes in-house. It’s fast
enough for roadies who want a bike
they can travel with without the
hassle of carrying a full-sized bike.

Finally, if you’re considering cre-
ating a folding bike yourself, M-
Nova offers a
design consultancy service. With
services that range from creat-
ing a brand identity and designing
decals down to the nitty-gritty of
choosing components and config-
uration, the M-Nova team is ready
to help guide your idea from dream
to reality. Because the M-Nova
team attends shows around the
world, they can also help with plan-
ning launch events for maximum
publicity. m Joe Delves

Oyama CX E8D folded

WWW.KSSUSPENSION.COM
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OVERVIEW: GRIPS

GRIP ‘N GRIN WITHBETTER
CONTROL AND COMFORT

Grips and bar tape may seem like afterthoughts, but as one of only three contact points
between rider and machine, they play an essential role in how a bike feels.

he industry has put a lot of at-
I tention on the other two con-
tact points with such innova-
tions as ergonomic saddles and
specialized pedals. But grips and
bar tapes have also evolved, from
the use of new materials, treads and
shapes to the ways they mount on
the bike.

Ergonomic grips now are often
found on utility and trekking bikes
with a more upright position in
the saddle. Their articulated wing-
shaped extensions offer better sup-
port for hands and wrists.

Intricate treads on a grip’s sur-
face help riders absorb shocks and
vibrations while providing plenty of
traction in bad weather.

Some grip makers are trying dif-
ferent materials, such as plastic
from recycled PET bottles or a mix
of silicone and rubber.

Motorcycle know-how lies be-
hind the new Simo grips from VP
Components,
which are built around a material
made of liquid silicone rubber.

VP says this material combines a
high friction coefficient in dry and

VP Simo BST1

wet conditions for grip, while its
softness and flexibility ease hand
and lower arm fatigue.

The material is more durable
than grips made of thermoplastic
rubber, VP says, because it is more
resistant to UV exposure and ex-
treme temperatures.

It does not absorb water, and
because it does not stain or
bleach easily, the material accom-
modates a range of colors that re-
sist fading.

VP Components offers two
Simo grips. The slim, minimalist,
and light BSO6 model uses a slip-
oninstallation without clamps. The
BS11 has a single aluminum clamp
for easy, twist-free mounting. The
grips come with four dedicated grip
zones with specific patterns.

Ergon, [ LXURRVEI T [e]3P whose

name is derived from “ergonomics,”
has been a pioneer in developing
new grip shapes and diameters.
The wings of its comfort grips
are much more articulated for trek-
king and utility bikes, while the GA3
model for mountain bikes comes
with smaller extensions, combining

Ergon GA3 Single Twist Shift version

additional support for
hands and wrists with
the necessary freedom
of movement for tricky
terrain.

For 2019, the GA3
and popular GA2 mod-
els will come in Single
Twist Shift versions
that cater to builds
with just one twist
shifter on the handle-
bar — be it internal
transmissions from
Rohloff and Pinion or a
one-by drivetrain from
SRAM.

The left grip is full width, while
the right is significantly shorter to
sit next to a twist shifter.

For better grip, Ergon uses its
proprietary Gravity Control Rubber

Spike Grip from Spank

and intricate directional patterns on
the surface. The clamping mecha-
nism is neatly integrated into the
grips’ outer ends, so riders can use
their full width.

Known for its pedals, handlebars,
stems, and wheels, Spank Industries
expands  into
grips for 2019. The Spike Grip
comes in 30mm or 33mm diam-
eters for different hand sizes. Both
versions use an inboard aluminum
clamp for easy, twist-free mounting
and come in several colors.

At a width
of 145mm, the
Spike Grips
make good
use of the ad-
ditional space
on modern,
extra-wide
handlebars.
Tapered outer
ends resist
impacts from
crashes and protect the handlebars.

A pattern of interlocking col-
umns on the contact surface spaced
along each fin provide traction and
comfort. Large cut-outs in the plas-
tic base of the Spank Grips improve
damping. A smooth section made

WTB PadLoc grips

of higher density rubber on the
inboard end of the grips — which
Spank dubs the Anatomic Thumb
Zone — reduces friction whenriders
shift gears or use a remote dropper
post lever.

The last thing a rider
wants to feel on a tech-
nical section in rough
terrain is a grip that
unexpectedly twists
on the handlebar. WTB
of-
fers a distinctive solu-
tion: Its patented Pad-
Loc grips come with
a wedge on the outer
end that has been de-
signed to exactly fit the
ends of a specifically
cut or designed han-
dlebar.

WTB says this elimi-
nates rotational move-
ment of the grips on the handlebar.
An inboard clamping ring keeps
PadLoc grips safely in place.

WTB offers six grip surfaces,
ranging from comfort-oriented
models with wing-shaped exten-
sions to super-short grips for use
with twist shifters.

Since riders may not want spe-
cial handlebars just to fit a set of
grips, WTB also offers the Wafel
grip, with extra-sticky rubber and
a single inboard lockring. Large
conforming rubber blocks on the
surface are spaced widely enough

Herrmans Luna Lock grips

for fit, and provide exit channels for
muck and water.

While many of the grips in this
roundup are designed for the after-
market, Finnish manufacturer Her-

rmans [fE-\NBRVZIF]i[opLol) targets
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OE manufacturers with its versatile
new Luna Lock Grip.

Herrmans uses two compounds
of non-toxic materials that it
sources from Europe. A harder
compound at the core provides
a solid foundation, while a softer
compound on the surface incorpo-
rates gradual, spiraling grooves for
grip and comfort, and reduces fin-
gertip pressure.

The aluminum lockring comes in
nine colors, and Herrmans can add
a personalized logo on the outer
edge for OE customization.

RS L CAHALL 2/4F/S0232EK V8

sidiary of Thunder Graphic, intro-
duces the Diamond for 2019, which
comes on the heels of its innovative
Bricko grip. The grip is segmented
so riders can customize the width.
An improved locking structure
eliminates twisting or play, and
the angular diamond shape of the
grip’s surface adds plenty of trac-
tion.

T-One is also launching grips
made of transparent rubber that
won’t conflict with handlebars that
incorporate intricate finishes and
designs. The company also prom-
ises to show two new grips at Tai-
pei Cycle that were not finished at
press time.

Known for its brakes, tools and

parts, Clarks [s/:-\UBRVZIV4R[e) M

launches an ergonomic grip at
Taipei Cycle. The 130mm-wide

;I

T-One Diamond grip

C-G242 uses a TUV-certified ther-
moplastic rubber compound with
wing-shaped extensions for lots
of comfort and support. The out-
er end is closed and padded for
safety. An inboard clamp allows for
quick mounting.

As one of the world’s biggest
saddle makers, Velo Enterprise
knows a lot
about contact points.

Velo applies its proprietary Mi-
crotech technology to a full range
of grips, made for styles from con-
ventional and electric mountain
bikes to trekking and utility bikes.
The manufacturing process creates
detailed texturing on the surface to
boost friction and the rider’s grip.

Higher-end models use anod-
ized aluminum clamps for mount-
ing, while other models use clamps
made of reinforced plastic.

Sustainability is the focus of
Apex Products
with its PET Bike Grips. The contact
surface is made of a woven plastic
derived from recycled PET bottles.

The grips come in five colors and
are 130mm wide, with a con-
ventional round shape. A slight-
ly wider version wuses wing-
shaped extensions for support.
M Laurens van Rooijen

| 4

Clarks C-G242 grip

EUROBIKE, NEO TEAM UP
FOR NEW OCTOBER TRADE
SHOW IN BANGKOK

A new bicycle industry trade show for the
growing Southeast Asia market will debut
Oct. 3-5 in Bangkok, Thailand.

P_?u

MWW

ASEANBIKE rowsseo sv EUROBIKE 2019

Stefan Reisinger (left), head of Eurobike, and Sakchai Pattarapreechakul, President of
N.C.C. Exhibition Organization Co.,Ltd. (NEO), celebrate the signing of a joint venture
to produce the new ASEANBIKE show in Bangkok.

It’s a 50-50 joint venture be-
tween Eurobike and N.C.C. Exhi-
bition Organizer (NEO), a Bang-
kok company that organizes a
June consumer bike show in the
Thailand capital. The new show
will be called “ASEANBIKE pow-
ered by Eurobike.”

ASEAN is the acronym for the
10-country Association of South-
east Asian Nations. Eurobike
head Stefan Reisinger said the re-
gion has been an increasingly im-
portant sourcing, production and
export market for bikes, electric
bikes and parts. It also represents
a growing consumer market.

“Traditionally strong, these
markets have been important in
the fields of sourcing, accesso-
ries and apparel for years. Re-
gardless, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar,
and Cambodia are also develop-
ing an increasing sports and lei-
sure culture, as well as a growing
awareness of sustainable mobil-
ity,” Reisinger said, listing the 10
member nations of ASEAN.

Organizers say Southeast Asia
is an increasingly attractive
manufacturing base for Western
brands, not least because of pu-
nitive tariffs and anti-dumping
duties affecting Chinese-made
goods.

“Many of the ASEAN market
countries see increasing sales
and rising potential for the inter-
national bicycle and micromobil-
ity industry,” Reisinger added.
“In addition to a number of local
manufacturers, brands, import-

ers and wholesalers from Thai-
land and neighboring countries,
ASEANBIKE has received com-
mitments from major OEMs and
suppliers in Taiwan and China, as
well as prominent Western com-
mitments.”

NEO, the local organizer, said
the show will have all of the hall-
marks of a major trade show.

“ASEANBIKE will offer mul-
tiple exhibition and meeting op-
tions, from classic trade show
booths to OE meetings, import-
er meetings and retailer meet-
ings, right through to test/demo
tracks, group rides and more,”
NEO president Sakchai Pattara-
preechakul said.

NEO will change the name of
its June consumer show from In-
ternational Bangkok Bike to Bi-
cycle Super Sale to reduce confu-
sion between the two.

NEO projects the new show
will draw more than 55,000 visi-
tors from around the world, who
will transact business worth more
than 4,000 million baht (€110 mil-
lion; $126 million).

The show is open to OEM man-
ufacturers, brands, importers and
distributors as well as retailers
and service providers.

ASEANBIKE will take place at
the Impact Exhibition and Con-
vention Center in Bangkok, a
state-of-the-art trade fair and
conference center with excellent
infrastructure and transport links.

For more information, visit
www.asean-bike.com and www.
eurobike-show.com.

B Tom Kavanagh
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E-BIKES AND SOPHISTICATED DRIVETRAINS SET
OFF A CHAIN REACTION AMONG CHAIN MAKERS

Recent drivetrain developments have touched off a literal chain reaction. Bicycle chains have
been significantly redesigned to be compatible with the radical changes that the industry has
seen in other drivetrain components.

o accommodate 11-, 12-, and

now 13-speed drivetrains,

with cassette cogs of up to

52 teeth, chains have got-
ten narrower, to accommodate the
closer spacing between cassette
cogs, while their links have gotten
shorter.

Until a few years ago, chains
were built for human-powered
bikes. Now, with the explosive
growth of e-bikes, chain manufac-
turers have to create solutions that
can stand up to bikes that have not
only more gears, but more power.

Early in the e-bike revolution, e-
bike brands had to rely on tradition-
al bicycle chains because chains
made for the rigors of electric mo-
tors didn’t exist. Now, e-bike brands
and riders can choose from a selec-
tion of chains that are hefty enough
to withstand the higher forces gen-
erated by e-bike drivetrains and
outlast traditional chains.

You could call these new chains
the “missing link,” because they en-
sure that these fancy, sophisticated
new drivetrains will keep running
smoothly for a long time.

KMC [FINERPYATTLLANE] presents

its e12 e-bike chain for 12-speed e-

KMC el2 e-bike chain

bikes. KMC developed its e-bike
chain series in collaboration with
motor manufacturers to fit both
mid-drive and hub motor systems.

The new chain fills a demand
among cyclists who want a 12-speed
setup on their e-bikes. KMC’s new
patented riveting technology en-
ables the e-bike chain to withstand
higher torsional stresses created
by mid-drive motors. With a ten-
sile strength of 1,050kgf, KMC said
the chain exceeds the international
standard by 30 percent.

KMC also offers a series of e-bike
sprockets and chains for OEMs. The
“Chain Mate” series features gear
teeth and chain angles optimally
seated with the chain rollers for
more efficient power transmission
and increased chain life. KMC guar-
antees that a Chain Mate combo
featuring its €101 EPT chain, paired
with 3mm sprockets, will last for at
least 10,000km (6,200 miles).

Taya Chain [JL.\NEEFF4| T eTok{op.

has alluded to the development of a
12-speed e-bike chain, but its focus
at Taipei Cycle is the new El Onze-
N7 N-speed chain.

The chain is the latest addition to
Taya’s Onze line, but comes with

Taya El Onze-117 11-speed chain

notable distinctions. Weighing
2309 (8 ounces), the El Onze is 40
percent lighter than rival 11-speed
chains, according to Taya.

Taya treats the steel chain with
its Diamond Hard Technology to
resist fatigue, stretching, and sur-
face wear. A self-lubricating groove
design in the plate traps lube at the
link joints where it’s most effective.

Taya’s new Onze attaches the
roller to the inner plate for smooth-
er, quieter shifting. While the chain
life of previous Onze chains maxed
out at about 7,000km, Taya says
the ElI Onze-117 will keep rolling for
8,000km.

When e-bike drivetrains went to

11 speeds, Taya responded with the
e-Onze 111 chain. In an email, Taya’s
brand marketing manager, Tim
Chang, remarked that 12-speed e-
bike systems are a key foocus in the
near future.

If that’s the case, perhaps we’ll
see more 12-speed chains from
manufacturers like Yaban Chain

RN YA FLeTJk{s] and PYC (Lixing)
(o« EILINHALL 2/4F/R1409

From the beginning, Gates Car-
bon Drive de-
signed its unprecedented carbon
belt drive to sustain heavy loads,
making it ideal for e-bikes. For
proof, Gates conducted a laborato-
ry test at peak load of its CDX Cen-
terTrack belt. The company says the
belt drive survived for 10,000 miles
(16,000km), compared with 275
miles for an standard e-bike chain.

Now, Gates adds a new option to
its premium CDX and value-orient-
ed CDN belt drives for e-bikes in
response to requests from product
managers. Its new 137-tooth belt
length is designed for larger e-bike

frames equipped with mid-drive
motors, starting with the 2020
model year. Gates already supplies
belt drives to 100 e-bike brands
worldwide.

In collaboration with Shimano,
Gates will launch a new series of
sprockets, called YMN, that are
compatible with Shimano’s new
Nexus Inter-5E internal gear hub
for e-bikes, and with the Shimano
Steps mid-drive motor system.

Other e-bike products Gates is
debuting at Taipei Cycle include
new front sprockets for the Shima-
no Steps E6100 mid-drive system
for city and trekking bikes, and pre-
production sprockets for forthcom-

Gates translucent Honey Belt

ing Bosch mid-drive motors.

Finally, for anyone curious about
the materials science behind the
Gates carbon belt drive, the com-
pany is showing a special edition
honey-colored belt at its both. The
translucent Carbon Drive Honey
Belt shows the carbon fiber cords
inside, providing a unique window
into the science and technology be-
hind the Gates Carbon Drive.

The distinction for the most radi-
cally reimagined chain goes to
SRAM for its
Red chain, introduced in February
as part of its Red eTap AXS 12-speed
groupset (See the Wednesday issue
of the Taipei Show Daily for more
on the groupset).

The chain’s defining feature is its
flat top, a trademarked design ex-
clusive to the Red eTap AXS. SRAM
made the chain’s plates thinner to
be compatible with the system’s
redesigned cassette, but added
material to the top of the chain
plates to maintain chain strength.
B Wendy Booher

SRAM’s unusual flat-top chain for the Red eTap AXS 12-speed groupset
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OVERVIEW: ASIAN CYCLING APPAREL

BIKEWEAR BRANDS LEARN TO FIT
ASIAN CYCLISTS, ASIAN CLIMATES

Asian manufacturers crank out a lot of cycling hardware. But as the region’s cycling
market grows, there’s increasing need for better “softwear” — apparel that fits Asian
riders and Asian climates.

Ohio Sport One Piece
manga-themed jersey

aiwan’s cycling scene pro-
| vides a good example of
some of these differences.
From cycling lanes and bikeshare
systems in the center of big cities
to Taiwan’s Cycle Route No. 1 that
circumnavigates the island, Taiwan
has put a lot of effort into promot-
ing cycling.

Large groups of cyclists riding
early in the morning or after work
are common sights in Taiwan. And
with the KOM Challenge, the coun-
try hosts one of the cycling world’s
toughest sporting events. No won-
der Taiwan successfully markets it-
self as a “bicycle kingdom.”

But anyone who’s ever ridden a
bike in Taiwan knows that its hot,
humid climate is a formidable ob-
stacle. It brings out the sweat even
without any climbs to conquer.

In the northern reaches of Asia
such as Japan and South Korea, the
requirements for functional bike-
wear are similar to those in Europe
and North America. Head to the
more tropical regions of Taiwan,
and especially Southeast Asia, and
the climate poses a more serious
test.

“The northern parts of Asia have
a cooler climate similar to Europe,
and therefore product demands in
those two regions might not be too
different,” said Bryan Fanchiang,

general manager of Frontier Sport
(at MET (YNWPYZYFELTYD. “But
in the more southern parts of Asia,
sun protection is a really big fac-
tor that we need to consider when
developing products. As you know,
the weather in Taiwan is hot and hu-
mid for most of the year.”

By using a generous amount of
thin, mesh-like fabric that still offers
sun protection of UPF 50+, Fron-
tier Sport’s athletically cut Cosmos
jersey and Alchemy bib shorts are
examples of bikewear that is highly
breathable and fast-wicking, but
offers plenty of protection from UV
rays.

The jersey and bibshorts are
made of high-quality Italian fabrics,
and the shorts incorporate a Fian-
dre chamois from Elastic Interface.
Both pieces are highly functional,
and the shorts offer some com-
pression.

For riding at dawn or dusk, Fron-
tier Sport adds reflective elements
in strategic places.

Shimano Climbers jersey
& arm sleeves

Another way to protect skin from
the sun without adding unneces-
sary insulation or bulk is by wearing
super-thin arm and leg covers.

Shimano has
expanded its apparel line with
these types of arm and leg sleeves,
available in black or white.

Shimano’s lightweight Evolve
jersey staves off heat and humidity
with a mesh inner layer that offers
full UPF 50+ protection.

Shimano’s coolest jersey, the
Climbers, is constructed entirely of
dual-layer mesh fabric pan-
els, ideal for those hot and
humid days.

Climate considerations
aside, one of the biggest dif-
ferences between European
and Asian bikewear is sizing.

“A size large in Asia equals
a size medium in Europe and
asize smallin North America,
so this is an important differ-

Frontier Sports Cosmos jersey

ence to keep in mind,” said
Jerry Kao of Ohio Sport
and of
Sea Out Wear.

The proportions change |
when apparel shrinks,
adding another wrinkle to
the design process.

“For better looks, fe-
male cyclists in Asia prefer
to wear shorter bibshorts.
We have created a model
called Deco with a shorter
inseam length,” said Moni-
ca Santini, CEO of the Ital-
ian bikewear brand San-
tini.

“We also produce simi-
lar bibshorts for men with
the Mago series to meet the needs
of the Asian market, and we offer
some products in double- or even
triple-small sizes.”

But shorter shorts aren’t always
acceptable, especially in conserva-
tive countries. So Santini also de-
veloped the Sfida women’s tights
for the Middle East and some
Southeast Asian countries.

The Sfida covers a female cy-
clist’s entire legs and are made of
very thin, fast-wicking Lycra Thun-
der Bike with built-in UV protection
and compression.

It’s not just an issue of morality.
Many Asians believe a suntan is un-
healthy and unfashionable and pre-
fer to cover their skin.

Bikewear brands also have to ac-
count for Asian preferences for dif-
ferent patterns and color palates
than cyclists in other parts of the
world.

“In Asia, many cyclists like bright
colors and styles that resemble
those of racing teams. In contrast,
European artwork design often is
simple and elegant, relying on few
and dark colors,” Kao said.

Ohio Sport offers a racing series
with bold, colorful designs and big
lettering. Under a licensing agree-
ment with the cult Japanese manga
series One Piece, Ohio Sport sells
manga-themed jerseys with eye-
popping colors and designs that
remain fully functional pieces of cy-
cling apparel.

Santini has taken a further step
toward incorporating local culture
in its apparel. Its Taipei representa-
tive recently began a cooperation
with Sabra Andre, a Taiwan indige-
nous artist and fashion designer, for
a series of cycling jerseys, gloves,
caps and socks called Vulun.

Andre references the folklore of
the Paiwan tribe of southern Taiwan
by applying a distinctive, diamond-
shaped pattern based on the skin

Santini Vulun collection

of the hundred-pace pit viper. The
Paiwan tribe worships the highly
venomous snake as the ancestor
and protector of all humans.

Andre created a stir with this
folk-oriented approach at the Van-
couver Fashion Week in 2017 and
is now applying his way of reviv-
ing classic folk motives to Santini’s
bikewear.

Because Europe — and the Flan-
ders region of Belgium in particular
— are popular destination for Asian
cycling enthusiasts, Wave One
has created the
Kapelmuur brand.

Wave One is a sportswear brand
from Japan. Despite the name, and
the generous use of the Flanders
lion as a decorative element, the
Kapelmuur line is designed in To-
kyo and blends function and high
quality with a very distinctive style.

The garments are not as thin as
some of the other products de-
scribed above, and built-in sun pro-
tection only goes up to UPF 25.

In addition to race-oriented skin-
suits and tight-fitting jerseys,
the Kapelmuur brand has a big

selection of casual wear with
built-in functionality, along
with urban commuting bags.

M Laurens van Rooijen

Wave One Kapelmuur apparel
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GIANT’S TAICHUNG BIKE
STORE IS A GIANT

You’d expect Giant, Taiwan’s No. 1 bikemaker, to have an impressive retail store in its home city
of Taichung. The Giant Flagship Store Taichung does not disappoint.

t’'s based in the multi-story Giant

Cycling World building, which

also houses the headquarters of
Giant Taiwan and several other Gi-
ant businesses, including its travel
agency, Giant Adventure, and a Gi-
ant School Training Center.

With a sales space of nearly 600
square meters (6,450 square feet),
it is the largest of Giant’s five flag-
ship retail stores in Taiwan, three
of which concentrate on the com-
pany’s Liv women’s brand. That
doesn’t include another 300 Giant
Stores across Taiwan, most of them
owned by franchisees.

Many store owners make their
way to the Taichung store at some
point, said Phoebe Liu, interna-
tional chief brand officer for Giant.

“Not only for training, but also to
inspect our flagship store. They like
to pick up ideas on how to present
our bikes at their best,” she said.

Taiwan is still a road bike market,
said Alice Cheng, managing direc-

tor of Giant Taiwan. Road bikes ac-
count for about 30 percent of the
flagship store’s sales, while the Liv
brand accounts for about 30 per-
cent of its road bike business.

Although the Taichung store has
a handful of e-bikes on display,
most of them are inexpensive mo-
ped-like models like those found in
China — not the high-end, Europe-
an-style pedelecs with mid-drive
motors that Giant sells in other
parts of the world.

The two women see few alterna-
tives to road bikes in the Taiwan
market. The mountain bike market
is limited, they say, because many
off-road trails are closed to MTBs.
That means there is even less po-
tential for electric mountain bikes.

If electric bikes are going to suc-
ceed in Taiwan, they will probably
be in the city and mobility sector,
Liu said. “But even there it will be
difficult. Taiwan is a scooter nation,
and there are already some good
e-scooters on the market,” she

MERIDA’S TAICHUNG
STORE IS A WORK OF ART

It’s not unusual to find a coffee bar in a
bike shop. But a shop that mixes bikes with
antiques, furniture and art?

hat is what you'’ll find at the

I Merida Mulan store in Taic-

hung, one of Merida’s flag-

ship outlets in Taiwan. Its owner,

a franchisee, decorates the bike

shop with antiques and art, and

runs an antique store in the same
building.

The store also has an outdoor
café, which Jimmy Tsao Mong-
han, the shop’s mechanic and
spokesman, described as a
green oasis in urban Taichung.

“The decorations, the palm
trees and the other greenery
make our shop so special that
Merida and many of its inter-
national customers visit us,” he
said. “They take the opportunity
to have a drink in our café and
take a break from everyday life.”

The two stores are side-by-
side, so customers who come to
look at Merida bikes often wind
up examining the sculptures,
furniture and other artworks on
display, and vice versa.

Monghan said Merida franchi-
sees have a certain amount of
freedom, but 90 percent of the

Antiques and bikes mingle at a
Merida flagship store in Taichung.

goods on display must be from
Merida. “We may also carry oth-
er brands, but only if Merida it-
self has no products in a certain
category,” he said.

Like many Taiwan bike shops,
Merida Mulan has been affected
by a slump in road bike sales.
“Generally speaking, 2016 was
not only the beginning of a poor
year for bike sales nationally,
but a bad sports market year
overall,” he said. “Since then,
Taiwan’s entire sporting goods
and bicycle market has been
troubled.” m

TOURING TAICHUNG BIKE SHOPS BY E-BIKE

added.

The Taichung
store is testing a
customization pro-
gram for enthusi-
asts. It offers two
Giant and one Liv
road bike model
and allows buyers
to customize the
frame color and
some of the bike’s
parts and compo-
nents.

The store also
has a space for

“gamified” road
bikes, which pair
Giant bikes with
virtual reality roller

trainers.

Giant continues to
improve its core line of sport road
and performance bikes, rolling out
such continuous upgrades as bet-
ter electric shifting and frames that
are lighter and more aerodynamic.

Giant’s giant office building in Taichung houses its
largest retail flagship store in Taiwan.

And it is also turning to its sister
companies, like Giant Adventure
for bike tours, to help promote its
business. “With Giant Adventure
we are putting more people on
bikes,” Cheng said. m

TAICHUNG’S MAN OF STEEL

When it comes to bikes, Jerry is old
school, and proud of it. He has been in
the bicycle industry for nearly 20 years,

working in a factory for six of those

years and managing a bike shop for
nearly 13.

ut he prefers old-fashioned
35teel to the new-fangled

bikes that come out of
most Taiwan factories these
days. Carbon fiber, Jerry said,
“is not my world. I’'m totally into
steel and all of the old classic
stuff. | wanted to do something
in this direction.”

So he opened the Brovo Café
three years ago, and has trans-
formed it into a gathering place
for like-minded cyclists. Cus-
tomers can order coffee, made
with an authentic Italian espres-
so machine, or dishes prepared
by Jerry or his two employees.

“My customers also prefer
steel and maintain their classic
bikes. This is where they come
together. The Brovo Café has
developed into their meeting
place.”

Food and coffee sales are
Jerry’s main revenue source, but
he also repairs classic road bikes.
Between the tables in the res-
taurant are beautifully restored

classics from Colnago,
Merckx, Masi, and Pinarello.
“l only sell bikes to customers
who are into old steel road racing
bikes like me,” he said. “Within
this scene we have made a name
for ourselves that allows me to
combine my hobbies — classic
road racing bikes and a coffee
bar. We can live well in this en-
vironment. And we are together
with our customers, who are
also our friends, almost every
day. What more do you want?” |

Eddy

Jerry, owner of the Brovo Café,
focuses on classic steel road
bikes — and Italian espresso.

Industry journalist Jo Beckendorff led members of the Taiwan bike industry on a recent e-bike tour of
Taichung bike shops. These were some of the shops they visited. (Stories and photos by Jo Beckendorff)
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‘FROM WISCONSIN TO TAICHUNG’

IS THIS TREK STORE’S MOTTO

You won’t find electric bikes on display at the Trek Store Taichung, which occupies a large,
well-lit space in the headquarters building of Sport Mania.

On first glance, it’s pretty clear
that the Trek Store is focused on
selling road bikes. In fact, sales di-
rector Vincent Hsu said, “We were
even able to increase sales of racing
bikes” in 2018. “Mountain and chil-
dren’s bike sales were down, how-
ever.”

“From Wisconsin to Taichung,” a
wall poster reads, referring to the
location of Trek’s U.S. headquar-
ters. And with some 1,000 square
meters (10,764 square feet) of floor
space, there’s plenty of room for a
range of Trek bikes.

The store also sells bikes and ac-
cessories from the Tern and Bio-
logic brands of Taiwan, as well as
equipment from Nike Golf. In the
basement is a studio for spin class-
es.

It’s an inviting space, and uses
concrete slabs for a clean, contem-
porary look. Concrete ramps con-
nect the store’s three levels so bikes
can be rolled easily from one floor
to another.

Sport Mania
has tried to feature other brands at
this store, and at a previous loca-
tion in Taichung, but turned to Trek
in 2017.

Sport Mania’s founder, Elsa
Huang, has been in the Taiwan bi-
cycle business since 1993. Many
will associate her with the Czech
brand Author because she repre-
sents Author through her sourc-
ing agency, Asiana International.

Huang had opened an Author
store at Sport Mania’s previous
headquarters in Taichung, but
eventually closed it after moving to
the current location.

Sport Mania also tried using the
space as a flagship store for Storck
and for Pinarello.

Now, Hu said, Trek bikes account
for 70 to 80 percent of the store’s
total sales, with the rest from Tern
and Biologic and from Nike Golf.

“People just want premium
brands,” Hu said. “With Author, we
now are only selling frames in Tai-
wan.”

Hu said the Trek Store Taichung
intends to do more promotion of

The modern, spacious Trek Store Taichung
also sells bikes and accessories from Tern
and Biologic and equipment from Nike Golf.

its mountain and gravity
bikes, while continuing to
keep customers interested
in road bikes.

He noted that off-road
cycling is not currently that
popular in Taiwan.

“First we have to offer
training within the off-road
sector. Cycling off-road
without practice doesn’t
work. A bit of practice is a
must,” he said.

Meanwhile, Sport Mania
opened a smaller Trek Store
in Taipei last November.

Henry Chen, manager of
the Taipei store, said it is
completelydedicatedto Trek
bikes — “everything from
road to MTB to kids’ bikes.”
| ]

FROM
WISCONSIN

Vincent Hsu (left), manager of the Trek Store Taichung,
with Henry Chen, manager of the newer Trek store in Taipei.

APPAREL BRAND FMA OWNS TAIWAN'’S
ONLY SPECIALIZED CONCEPT STORE

As an indication of how different the Taiwan IBD market is
to those in other countries, the Specialized Concept Store in
Taichung — the only one in Taiwan — is owned by a big textile

supplier to the bikewear industry.

u Yuang Textile Co., which
Yowns the apparel brand

FMA, es-
tablished the store in 2009. It is
the only Taiwan bike shop that is
dedicated to Specialized, after
the company abandoned another
concept store in Taipei.

Because of the decline in the
road bike market, store officials
say they are counting on Taiwan
cyclists to turn to mountain bikes,
which has never been a strong
category for bike sales.

“We just revived our pump
track in the backyard. Even if it’s
very small, we think we have to
offer people something to dis-
cover mountain bikes for them-
selves,” said Yu Hsin Hsieh, the
store manager. “That’s why we
want to focus more on this off-
road sector in the future.”

The store’s sales manager,
who gave his English name only
as Light, said the store did good
business selling Specialized road
bikes until about 2015 — but road
sales fell off the cliff starting in
2016. That’s been a big concern
for the store, which relied on road
bike sales for some 90 percent of
its business.

Light said urban and commut-
ing bikes have never been par-
ticularly popular, especially given
the relatively high prices that a
Specialized commuter bike sells
for in Taiwan.

Specialized markets a well-re-

Employees of the Specialized Concept Store in Taichung, including manager Yu
Hsin Hsieh (middle left) and sales manager Light (middle right)

garded line of electric mountain
bikes around the world, but only
a handful have been sold in Tai-
wan. The Taichung store doesn’t
stock them because of their high
retail prices.

“Perhaps 10 units of the Levo
have been sold nationwide
through specialist dealers,” Light
said, referring to Specialized Tur-
bo Levo models. “But we weren’t
among them. We didn’t take e-
bikes because they are simply
too expensive for our market.”

As befits its owner, the Spe-
cialized store sells mostly FMA
bikewear, not Specialized. Light
noted that Specialized’s apparel

line is tailored mostly to Western
cyclists and doesn’t fit Asian rid-
ers. “That’s why we are relying on
our own premium brand,” Light
said.

Covering about 200 square
meters (2,150 square feet) on
two floors, the Specialized Con-
cept Store is significantly smaller
than its Trek counterpart. But it
incorporates accents of “Special-
ized red,” along with logos for
Specialized and FMA.

Next to the repair shop is a
counter with bar stools and a cof-
fee machine, so customers can
watch mechanics fix their bikes.
|
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THEY COME FOR LUNCH,
AND STAY TO BUY BIKE PARTS

Taichung retailers like to combine bike shops with cafes, and 185 Warehouse
is one of the largest in the city.

The 185 Warehouse Bikeshop
occupies the same building
as the 185 Warehouse Café-
Restaurant, which offers a chic roof
terrace on the fourth floor.

The businesses are owned by
the Wang family, which once
owned the Kenton bicycle factory
that made Huffy bikes. Kenton no
longer exists, but the family has a
bicycle factory in China.

“With Kenton behind us, we
once sold all over the world. Today
we are concentrating more on our
home market and some neighbor-
ing national markets,” managing
director Tim Wang said. The family
owns the G2C bicycle brand, and
its factory specializes in OE and
private label production.

Tim and his twin brother, Nick,
manage the bike shop, while their
sister, Rachel Wang, oversees the
café and restaurant. The three are
the children of Taster Wang, who
owns the building.

The bike shop focuses on road
bikes, which did good business
until about two years ago. But Tai-
wan’s bike slump has put pressure

on the brothers. “Even if there is
still something going on with in-
novations such as disc brakes, etc,,
the heydays are definitely in the
past,” Tim Wang said.

185 Warehouse still sells a lot of
parts and accessories, and the res-
taurant keeps customers coming in
the doors.

“Many people come here for
lunch, and then they stop by to buy
one or another part,” Nick Wang
said.

Scott is the store’s best-selling
bike brand. 185 Warehouse carries
other premium brands including
Cannondale and Cube.

Despite the slump in road bike
sales, the Wang brothers see few
alternatives in the market.

“Mountain and urban bikes have
a hard time in Taiwan. The local
bike boom was based on nothing
but road racing bikes,” Tim Wang
said.

Not that they haven’t tried other
things. The store has stocked pe-
delecs from BESV and Klever, but
sales haven’t amounted to much.

“We sold BESV in Taichung be-

A AIRACE

AIRACE-CYCLING.COM

Twin brothers Nick (left) and Tim Wang manage

fore they opened their own mono-
brand store not far from here. So
we assume that they were not so
satisfied,” Tim Wang said. “In terms
of price, they are in direct competi-
tion with e-scooters. And scooters
with combustion engines are even
cheaper. These are not good sales
conditions.”

Still, Tim and Nick Wang plan to
stick to their current strategy —

the 185 Warehouse Bikeshop.

selling high-quality bikes and ac-
cessories — and hope to ride out
the downturn. And they plan to
continue enjoying the synergies
between the restaurant and the
bike shop.

After all, people don’t always
need a new bike — but they always
need to eat. And, sometimes, they
need a new part for their bikes.
| |
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NEW PRODUCTS

RELIC

CLIPLESS PEDAL ADAPTORS

Relic’s Clipless Pedal Adaptors solve a problem
for riders who need to swap between SPD shoes
and trainers without having to change their pedals.
They are light and easy to install, and are a far cry
from more fragile plastic models thanks to their
construction of cast aluminum. The adaptors
offer a similar level of grip to the best flat pedals.

HALL 2/4F/S0428
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KMC el2
E-BIKE CHAIN

The new el2

not only has

all of KMC’s

12-speed

chain technol-

ogy but also

has increased

strength and

chain life to

withstand

the rigors of e-bike systems. It was
developed in collaboration with
major motor manufacturers to fit all
mid-drive and hub motor systems.
A new patented riveting technol-
ogy, KMC Shield Tech, achieves pin
power of over 450kgf, so the e-bike
chain can withstand higher torsional
stress and endure over 1,050kgf of
tensile stress generated by mid-

aale)¥eld W HALL 2/1F/PO114

ENTERPRISE
COMPRESSION
GARMENTS

These clever compression garments
help sporty bodies. DaYu Enterprise’s
extensive range of private label sports
compression socks, sleeves, shorts,

and pants offer medical-
grade precision. They are
available with variable
levels of compression.
The seamless pieces run
all the way up to size 5XL.
With low minimum orders,
Dayu lets brands develop
their own ranges easily
and with low risk.

HALL 1/4F/N1321

ALU-MATE AA6530
E-MOUNTAIN BIKE FRAME

Based around a 27.5-inch wheel, this capable
mountain bike frame is compatible with the
popular Shimano Steps EBO00 and E8020
mid-drive motor systems. Available in three
sizes, and with a chunky 150mm of rear wheel
travel, it’s happy taking on the most taxing
trails. Its oversized downtube is capable of
neatly and safely accommodating a large-

capacity battery for long-range

HALL 2/4F/R0304

SHUZ TUNG
3D LASER
XQCUTTING

Fast, clean and efficient, this machine
can cut tubing including stainless,
titanium alloy, and aluminum. It
handles different angles, curves, and
irregular shapes, and cuts hollow
round, square, and rectangular holes.
CAD/CAM software previews cutting
results based on a customer’s 3D

drawings. [N VZTT4 5 (131

riding.
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KMC
X12 CHAIN

12-speed drivetrains require a
narrower chain that can operate
at extreme angles. The increasing
range of teeth in cassettes and
narrower space between sprockets
put KMC’s precision engineering
to the test. Components needed
to become thinner and stronger
to fit into these new drivetrains.
KMC applied its proven X Bridge
technology, which creates more
space inside each link. Asym-
metrical beveled chamfers allow
for precise operation, resulting in
much smoother shifting perfor-
mance while maintaining durability.

HALL 2/1F/PO114
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THE BEBOO4 REAR HUB WITH FOWER STROKE TECHNOLOGY IS BEAR
PAWLS SOLUTION FOR THE INCREASED POWER AND TORQUE
REGLIREMENTS OF E-BIKES. A HARDENED STEEL CASSETTE BODY IS
MATED WITH A SEMI-HIGH FLANGED HUB SHELL TO ALLOW FOR
WIDER SPOKE ANGLES RESULTING A STRONGER WHEEL. FOUR (4]
SEALED  CARTRIDGE BEARINGS ARE SPACED TO DISTRIBUTE
INTERMAL FORCES WHILE MAINTAINING HIGH ROLLING EFFICIENCY.
THE BEBOD4 IS DESIGNED FOR USE EXCLUSIVELY WITH DISC BERAKES
USING A TRADITIONAL 6-BOLT ROTOR MOUMNTING PATTERM. THE
ELACK ANODIZED SHELL WITH SUBTLE LASER ETCHED GRAPHICS
ARE DURABLE AND SURE TO COMPLIMENT ANY BIKE

VISIT ALEXRIMS AT BOOTH Q0714
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NEW PRODUCTS

The M420 is a clean, compact and dynamic e-bike drive system. Bafang
performed a facelift on its well-established M400 (formerly the MAX
Drive). The M420 uses the same frame interface. It’s rated at 250W
and has the same powerful 8ONm of torque and EU-legal speed limit
of 25kmh. Compatible with the 450 Wh inTube or various rack type
batteries plus a number of new displays, with Bluetooth and USB-out
functions, it gives designers ample options for contemporary city and

trekking e-bikes.

SPANNINGA/ | ALEXRIMS
RECON 3.0

BASIL
COMMUTER WHEELSET

CARRIER

Basil’'s new Commuter Carrier
includes technology and input
from several leading brands,
including Spanninga. Its
contribution to keeping users safe
is an integrated rear light with
Contour Lighting Technology.
The tight and precise strip design
enhances the curved lines of the
carrier while enabling a previously
unattainable level of light diffusion.

HALL 1/4F/M0310

: The Recon 3.0 is an
« uncompromising enduro and
. all-mountain wheelset. Its
¢ tubeless-ready full-carbon rim
. is laced to hubs of Alex’s own
. design using bladed straight-
«  pull spokes. Branded under the
. Bear Pawls label, it features
¢ Boost spacing and tool-free
. serviceability with architecture
. that’s light yet durable. Available
: in 27.5- or 29-inch diameters,
. Wheelsets weigh 1,604g and
. 1,706g per pair, respectively.

HALL 2/1F/Q0714
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LEZYNE MACRO DRIVE 1000
E-BIKE LIGHT

The high-spec electric bike light clips straight
into batteries from top makers including Bosch,
Shimano, and Yamaha so it doesn’t need a
separate power source. Its durable, CNC-
machined aluminum construction dissipates
heat. Two high-output LEDs deliver up to 1,000
lumens, while its enhanced maximum optical
reflection lens has built-in side visibility. With an
intelligent auto day/night dim mode, the light it
casts is always tailored to the conditions.

HALL 1/4F/L0315

FIDLOCK TWIST UNI
CONNECTOR + UNI BASE

The Fidlock Twist Uni Connector integrates
every bottle into the innovative Twist system, a
magnetic-mechanical cageless bottle holder. It’s

unobtrusive, easily used during rides, and holds
the bottle securely under strain. Together with the
universal Twist Uni Base, it mounts quickly and
easily anywhere on the bike with the use of elastic,
reclosable zip ties.

e e 00 0000000000000 000000000 0

WAHOO
KICKR

Building on the success of Wahoo's
line of Kickr Smart Trainers, the
new edition delivers a virtually
silent experience, along with a
heavier flywheel to give cyclists

CHOSEN
ROAD TC HUB

A road-going version of Chosen’s
. Toothed Coupling design hubs,
« the TC has a reinforced freehub
. mechanism for excellent power
¢ transmission to support those big,
the inertia they need to recreate « out-of-the-saddle efforts. A robust
the feeling of riding outdoors. . design ensures a long service life,
Housed in a carbon steel body for ¢ andthey accommodate straight-pull
durability, its compatibility expands . spokes for better efficiency. Made
to include Wahoo’s new Kickr Climb ¢ of lightweight alloy, the hubs form
indoor grade simulator, and a new « the heart of a fast and efficient
Bluetooth and . wheelset. [T YZIILTITE
ANT+ powered :
fan, the Kicker .
Headwind. :

HALL 1/4F/L1102
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CHEDECH
AIR MODEL FOLDING BIKE

A folding bike that weighs the same as a Tour de
France racer? At 6.8kg, the Chedech Air is the
lightest bike the brand produces. Like every model,
it uses carbon fiber for all mainframe components.
Asingle-speeddrive paired withShimano Dura-Ace
components helps shed even more weight.
Because it uses mid-sized 18-inch wheels, the Air
balances handling withthe need foracompact fold.

HALL 1/4F/LO405A
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LIH JAW
FOLDABLE

GPS TUNER
RANGER
EMOBILITY APP

Extend the
capabilities

of an
electric bike,
e-scooter or
e-skateboard
with the
eMobility
app, which
includes all

. With eight articulating sections, -
* this unique lock is employable .
. across a variety of different angles,
. yet remains space-efficient and .
« easily folds and stores. Housed |
. in a patented two-way mounting °
: bracket, the lock fixes to bikes with .
« tubes of diameters from 25mm
. to 38mm. Its hardened alloy steel :

important construction and cylinder design
features resist theft attempts with saws,
and makes drills, cutters, and hammers.

HALL 2/1F/Q1131

them accessible through a clean and
intuitive interface. Riders can visualize
the range of their light electric vehicles
and receive routing with turn-by-turn
voice guidance. It’s able to record
trips, while a diagnostics function lets
users check the LEV’s health status
and wirelessly update its firmware.

HALL 1/4F/L1226
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MESSINGSCHLAGER
ROYALBABY SPACE SHUTTLE

The Space Shuttle from RoyalBaby is not only
an eye-catcher with its unique design, but is
also very light thanks to the use of magnesium,
which makes it comfortable and stable. With
front and rear disc brakes, braking is just like
on grown-up mountain bikes.

KFX LIGHT DIRECT MOUNT
BB392EVO MODULAR CRANKSET

e 0000000000000 0000000000 00

TIOGA
EDGE 22 ALL-
MOUNTAIN

The Edge 22 upends
convention with an open
center design that adds
cornering edges closer to
the middle of the tread,

ZEFAL
ESPION 256
MIRROR

For leisure cyclists, or speedy
e-bikers, this mirror is one of the
largest on the market. The high-tech
stem boasts anti-vibration proper-
ties that aid the mirror’s stability and
improve the cyclist’s vision. Fitted
with an unbreakable ABS chrome
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FSA’s new lightweight aluminum modular mountain bike crank is
forged and then precision CNC machined. Combined with advanced

enabling engagemeqt material, the lens stays safe in case of bonding technology, this reduces weight while increasing stiffness.
as soon as a turn_ IS EREIN HALL 1/4F/MO301 Available in single and double chainring configurations to meet all
initiated, and keeping gearing needs, it can be paired with FSA’'s MegaTooth 1x chainrings

engaged with the terrain
over a wider range of
lean angles. It’s initially
available in a 27.5x2.50-
inch size, with a 29x2.50-
inch  option to follow.

HALL 1/4F/L0725
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ARKIETECH
TUBING

for maximum performance in extreme conditions. ZLXNRVZIT4ZiFAK]
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MESSINGSCHLAGER
PREMIUM E-BIKE SOLUTIONS

Messingschlager’s premium e-bike solutions
are a holistic concept with numerous f
"
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possible variations and combinations - a
concept of components that are perfectly
in tune with one another. This integrated
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Sourcing its raw material from the United States, approach combines two frame and

Arkietech specializes in alloy tubing, including battery concepts with four frame designs, : ‘ q
stainless steel and air-hardened chromoly. Precision designed in close cooperation with Brose.

drawing technology ensures its products always

meet necessary tolerances, while exceeding their

materia|’s Standard mechanical performance. © © 0 0 0 0 0 00000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000
Through drawing, forming, swaging and

BESV
JR1 E-ROAD BIKE

BESV'’s sleek JR1 combines high-end looks with an integrated power
system and a rear hub motor. Weighing 15.7kg (34 pounds, 10 ounces),
it offers 252 Wh of battery power.
Tap the Dynamic Switch to adjust
the three-level motor

hydroforming, its aerospace stainless KVA MS3,
and military-spec chromoly Velospec products
deliver high tensile strength in a light package.

HALL 2/4F/R1323

FUNKIER
WAREHOUSE

Funkier’'s warehouse bib has many
slimline pockets to carry everything
a cyclist may need on an adventure.
These include four variously sized
front side pockets, two rear stash
pockets on the hips, and a horizontal
back pocket with zipper and
reflective inserts designed to store
a phone, wallet, or money. On the
backis a final, lightly padded storage
space that accommodates a 1.5-liter

water bladder.

HYC

into
long carbon fiber thermoplastic
composites (LFT), which combine
carbon fibers with a thermoplastic
resin in a pellet that can be recycled
and repeatedly reused. It can form

recycles carbon fiber

a range of lightweight shapes,
and is injection-moldable rather
than being laid-up. This speeds up
production, reducing the costs and
energy,andimproving the product’s
environmental credentials.

HALL 2/4F/R1313

assistance, or
cruise and let Smart Mode deliver
the power you need. The digital
interface displays information such
as cadence and pedaling power while
the Smart App provides navigation,
anti-theft  protection, and more.

HALL 1/4F/N0O108

LIMAR

AIR PRO CARBON CORETECH

By combining carbon and expanded polystyrene,
Limar has created a helmet core with superior
impact resistance in minimum thickness. This
material is formed into a shape that has two
structural wings which merge with the side
ribs of the shell, forming a high-performance
cage with better safety and aerodynamics.
Because less of the structure is taken up by the
material, the helmet has improved air circulation.

HALL 1/4F/LO118
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LINKTO
PERFORMANCE

% Ultra smooth drivetrain control - \

%  Premium light weight technology _ \n

% Diamond-hard surface

Team Dimension Data (Stiehl Pholography )

o
o [
. 1 @ '-’ KMG (KUEI MENG) International Inc. KMC Chain Europe B.W. KMC Chain American Co.
Tabmin wwww. kmcchain.com www kmcchain.eu www kmcchain.us
20152009 redido! design weard Excaliency

Garman iF Design Award wennor 2014, 2013,7011 H9-X015. 2010 ﬁ KMC Chain H n @ KMC Chain Europe B.V. H n @ KMC Bicycle Chain




28

Drum Brake

SHOW DAILY TAIPEI CYCLE

Cape BouvardD+ 7K o X

CBT Transmission®# ) S+ ILET
VIEHERS A TOBEENLY 7NTE
— A —HEDENAHBIZEITENT
Lz, LA LCape BouvardlZEECBT
Mid-Drive & ME SR REFREF—42 —3
ATLRAETILERAELTWS, B
VITFAVTVRTLE2507 DR RE
FRHE—4F—a=y tEHAEDED
Z & TCBT Mid-Drivel3 E—%—% %7
Ry D ADE— 05 DhIZBESE
TE->TWD, FFIChREFHE—
A= RTLDBRRORADVDEDT
BNtV FEFI—VDEFEDLED
LTW3%,

SRAM & Campagnolold 2 DIF E
12BN IL—TEy FEHRALTE
TW3HA, AXA v DRotor Bike
Components (=

Automatic
Z-Speed Freewheel

1X13FSA4 T LA VT—
TW3,

A—FKk, ¥R )Ls&LUvos0
AARADZDESA T LA VIFE
AR ADEy bOELY 3V ERT
SYROEARYVYIILFI—2) Y
g (16ENOREEREESHE) NMERASHh
TW3,

IR —MLDAR Y KEYT T4
L—5—IZizE & 5 =6 (ZRotorl&[F
#HTI—Tty FUncRBRICKNEE
FoTMAZLEEDEEHITRY
FBICEANT-RRTEBAE LI
EFREBIETS,

SEREEA

RotorD 1x13Y) 7 74 L—5—

B a—TRAIE/NT—A—42—
SRTL2IND C SO IN—D 3 U FH
mLTWd, R/AN—2 3 Ik, ik
—JavRKIZ. V52U EREIT—
KibsEBE3DT, 7TIUNSA 45—
IZIRT—=F 9Ty FERFTJLR O
— O EHMBICHTSED,

LRENBEYYIICIKEYITH
SEITOEBANHDIHIFT, I
NTEIRBETILOVWTREAE Y
SOEECEL LTEMShEL T
AL,

ERYA TRAMO—FK, FS547
ILDOEREL— VS AZE cShimano
FHED)—F
—THY. W EDIA—H—IZEDT
HLIDRAFZHTI)—IZHEHAABLET
DH|FFRELZH>TLS,

20194E[Z A [+ T M Shimano M K fig &
BET LA URAFTIL—T Yy EXTR
T, FRFNRIVTa5VR, 4OR
hobY—, ToTa—BRAICHIT
EFHRIRTHRASATWS, RED 2N
— < 3 v(ZShimano& L TIEAID1x>
AT LAMEDNA TS,

RNELSVRIYSIUNTDEE
#1T54)% C & TSRAM (EIRNAN
AT )T HBEDEL E1E
TEHZ¢IZEoT=, LM LERITE
HUMEESIEZRMSOLIIXKSA4 T L
A UEEETAIMTBHIBETLAMNDH
RUERDHTLS,

SRAMIZ20194 (2 [+ TAXS E#EIZ
ZTDTA XL AHffleTapEa—FH 5
RIUTUIIBITIETWS,

Friday, March 29, 2019

SO L A28 )V— Tt v hEagle
AXS2 ETILOEHIEANGEYFH 2
M, BITETHR>TLL DIFFELTZ,

(16 EDEERESR)

SRAMTIXEBLEWL YDA+
v hkEO—FNAMJRICEESETY
%, TMX-RangeHMIZL>TY 7IF
WFELBYMERT12BEXTICHE
Y, Fz—2U2T3IhE&<d, 2
DODYUIMNT1ERDTILIMSELN
8D THD. L LLEEE—DDF

—o )19 %, 10~33w& VS
BEWLWLY Y% DRedh Yy FAVIX
FSA4TbLAUESBICHRFSINT
WBENBLTHD,

O—FNAOVHHBICEZT S
Campagnolo
[£Shimano E SRAMIZHER B EF 4 R
JITL—FADORIENENTLE M D
L7y,

LA LZOREBOHIIL—TEY
kRecord & Super Record CA 2 ) 7 %
REXTZaVRA—H—IFEEDTour
Down UnderT®World TourlZ% M 12:&
hty hBAHOHTELDALDIDER-D
THbd, BEEPSEANZHILN—
AVIZYVLITL—FETARYTL—
FDF T 3 > %Ef+I+TCampagnolol
EREZROIRTEHFFOHELLIA—
R ThN—SETLS, 3—A Y
XD #7359 5 TCampagnolo~®
BETEBRNIERONEIZELEAS,

Booth P1014

MTB 12-Speed series




TAIPE! CYCLE -

NEW PRODUCTS

QD MINI PUMP

Friday, March 29, 2019

2018MGolden Pin Design Award2ED T 7ILTY 3> - 7AA SR T EEL
049 FATLRNILTZMO R T LT, ThiTk Y —DDINTSchrader
EPresta® /N ILTITHIETER EEBITLNA—DTFIZT S FYRDE-FHE T2 —T
Dunlopl23 i TE %, R TDNLILET7 O HTCHAENBYRETSAFvH
NY RILEDHBELETT Y Yy ThEBHTNS,

MERCURY
CYCLING

: BIKEWORKX

: CHAIN STAR

' MAX WAX . A-SERIES
E 19914 Bl ¥ DBikeworkx [ £ R ZAF D

: WHEELS
. RBEPIA—H—EBELTLS. Ait i

. ®FOChain Star Max WaxlZ#BED T v . -~
C HREKEEMERANEIZA—FLE . 4
C ATOMEHT, —EBAEIU—>T .

¢ TRTRORHETET A LLOESR L [ .

o B=OFI—VIZENKETHDEHIT
o Do RL—RIGFEY ZHERICLESENE
+ 100%H O TERERED/ A H—IZZS5 >

N @Yt 2 <Ml Hall 1/ 4F / MO305

+ Mercury Cyclingl¥T7 044+ 34 D15
. BEPaul Lewk DI SKRTHHRAS—IL TA
D)—=X] ERRELE, HiP)—XILHEH

BiEPOKamm Tail 10REAEFH T, &
¢ A—LOEBRORES LY BHIE MRV

¢ BRERBIETHEATERBEZERER

e D, COFFICKY Y AFRTERHES

T hITOTyLarEYEEhG, BEL

T ERIMERED2Z1R FL—F T L—P Y
. TRE—UEHEE T DMercury® Tempest
T NTEDHBEDHDETTARIBHBLIEY

C O LTL—FCHETESEFLEAELT

AYMN Hall 1/ 4F / LOOO1]|

FLR SHOES REXSTON
MOUNTAIN BIKE SHOES

A—ILTFLA Y= TR 1—ADERFETI
Rexstonl&ZE5| A LMiAE. BEEMILEZEOHD LS
[SEREt SNz 7D b Y — LD, RIDETICHET
TaAVEY FEEBNERARICHKETEZE LS
RFESNI=STKST Y v TS5 N\—%RA L4554
HOO)—TFOTHE—DBTI Y- ILEEREND
HYREGLEEEEZEO TV, BROMLALSAHE
—IZRYF LIEZDHEREIA ) VT TITA F—DHFH =7 +
LA URREHR— T 5,

FUMPA
PUMPS

USB Rechargeable
Miniature Electric
Bike Pumps

Designed for
Portability

neered for !

|

FUMPA

Accurate pumping before you ride
Digital pressure display
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Pumps to 120psi
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Brand new 11 speed chain, with none roller design
brings not only mute effect but also the most smoothly
shifting experience ever.

The lightest weight in the world, got only 150gram,

45% less than other chains.

Self-Lubricant groove design makes the chain life 20%
longer.

TAIPEI SHOW No. @O@802 (Hall 2)
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tMeet us at Boolif 50322

the complete fram, t, stiff and respon _ |
The heart of the frame is the power drive, a SHIMANO E-8000 motor with new in-tube battery.

FEATURES :

* For more details, please contact our representatives.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS IN ALUMINUM VERSION AND SYSTEM :
Aluminum Frame with BOSCH Aluminum Frame with SHIMANO

Drive Unit : g Drive Unit :

BOSCH Gen 2 SHIMANO EZ000 f E7000
Battery : Battery :

BOSCH PowerTube 500 DARFON E4COC

@ APRO FREERGARLE BSPHAPEMHNELGE NO.16, You Ith Rd., Dajia Dist., Taichung City 437, Taiwan |

%[5

A-PROTECHCO, LTD. Tel : +886-426821688 Fax : +886-426821699 Email : apro-sales@aprotek.com.tw [=]%
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TAISPO STICKS WITH 3-DAY 2020 SHOW

TaiSPO will continue its three-day schedule for its 2020 edition, which will again be at the
Taipei World Trade Center and run concurrently with Taipei Cycle,
show organizers announced yesterday.

(41 ince Cycle has moved

Sback to March, | hope we

can have a little bit of syn-

ergy benefit for visitors,” said Paul
Liu, project manager for TaiSPO.

TaiSPO 2020 will be March 5-7,
starting one day after the start
of Taipei Cycle. TaiSPO this year
downsized the sporting goods
trade show to three days, and re-
duced its footprint to a single hall
at the TWTC from two halls. Liu
said exhibitors preferred a more
compact schedule.

TaiSPO will stick with the TWTC
location in the city center. Although
it has hosted the show at Nangang,
Liu said exhibitors and visitors pre-
ferred the familiar TWTC venue,
which has been TaiSPO'’s traditional
home.

TaiSPO organizers also worry

that the growth of Taipei Cycle
could consume most of the avail-
able space at Nangang.

TAITRA, which organizes TaiSPO
and Taipei Cycle, said it would con-
tinue to partner with technology
and service companies to better
align TaiSPO with emerging trends
in sports and fitness.

“We want to incorporate more
new segments to the show, besides
the traditional equipment and fit-
ness machines,” Liu said.

TAITRA teamed up with the Tai-
wan Smart Textile Association this
year to organize a cluster of smart
wearable exhibitors at TaiSPO.

Organizers are also increasing
their efforts to attract more gym
owners to the show, focusing on fit-
ness services, such as membership
management systems and workout

SPIKE IN STYLE WITH CONTI’S
NEW ‘SWIRLED’ VOLLEYBALLS

With their bright colors

and patented new “swirl

design,” the newest balls from Conti cut a dashing
figure on volleyball courts.

nstead of the traditional design

that uses 18 nearly rectangular

panels, the new balls are con-
structed with 10 curved panels that
converge in a swirl pattern.

“It’s a patented design that
makes the appearance more dy-
namic, combined with our sand-
wich construction to make the ball
soft,” said Paul Yang, vice president
of Continental Chemical Industries

and chairman of the Taiwan
Sporting Goods Manufacturers As-
sociation. The Taiwanese company
makes an array of quality balls for
team sports, and supplies promi-
nent international brands.

By using fewer panels, he said,
Conti can shave the assembly time
for a ball by about 20 percent, to 8
or 9 minutes from 10 to 12 minutes.

“We save in labor costs, but the
material cost is higher,” Yang said.
“We try to absorb the difference, so

NEW TREADMILL IS ‘LIKE A TANK’

that the swirl balls come in at the
same price as the traditional balls.”

Balls made with the swirl design
now account for about 10 percent
of new orders, Yang said. The com-
pany is working with customers in
countries from the Czech Republic
to Colombia to popularize the style.
B Barbara Smit

Conti’s Paul Yang with a conventional
volleyball (right) and one made with the
company’s new swirl pattern.

DK City encourages runners to give its new Alpha
Runner treadmill a beating.

he treadmill’s belt “is like a

tank,” Aurelie Wu said yester-

| day at DK City. |EEEEI “The

belt is made with a thick rubber that
helps to absorb shocks.”

For durability, each rubber slat sits
on a base of aluminum instead of
wood.

The Alpha Runner has a motor, but
runners can turn it off for a self-pow-
ered workout — or crank up resis-
tance for a tough “sled push” mode.

The belt inclines, and the machine
accommodates an unlimited sprint
speed. It’s also quiet and smooth-
running.

The AR-22 is available in two ver-

sions and
of DK City’s Alpha Runner
ries, which it launched
B Barbara Smit

Aurelie Wu (left) and Tim Huang with the
DK City AR-22 treadmill

is the newest member
se-
last year.

programs, that are increasingly im-
portant to gym operators.

As another draw, TaiSPO plans
to continue bringing in high-profile
executives from Asian fitness clubs
for its sports industry management
forum.

Show organizers are also hosting

i~

high-energy fitness demonstra-
tions and other events on the TWTC
stage to enliven proceedings. To-
day’s events include the CrossFit
Taiwan Uprising Challenge. On Sat-
urday, TaiSPO is featuring the “Fit-
ness Mania” series of fitness class

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TaiSPO stays at 3 days for 2020
Snapshots from TaiSPO Day 1
Carry that weight with Intenza vests

A lean manufacturing tonic
Skateboarders start with TK Chin
Saeko goes the distance

Innovation award winners

EVENT SCHEDULE

All events are in TWTC Exhibition Hall 1.

Thursdﬁy - Friday

March 28 - 29

Show Hours:
9a.m.-6p.m.

Saturday, March 30
(Public Day)

Show Hours:
9a.m.-3p.m.

All Day Events
TaiSPO Innovation
Award Display Area
C0315

Innovative Design Award in Sports
Technology Display Area
C0415

Saturday, March 30

9a.m.-3p.m.
International Seminar
for Sports Nutrition
2F/Conference Rooms 3 - 4

9a.m.-3pm.
FitnessMania
Stage

Friday, March 29

9a.m.-2p.m.
Smart Textile Seminar
& Partnering Meeting
2F/Conference Rooms 3 - 4

9a.m.-6p.m.
CrossFit Taiwan Uprising Challenge
Stage

Saturday, March 30

9a.m.-3p.m.
International Seminar for Sports
Nutrition
2F/Conference Rooms 3 - 4

9am.-3p.m.
FitnessMania
Stage
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INTENZA STEPS UP THE
INTENSITY WITH WEIGHT VESTS

Tower running is so trendy that there’s now a race circuit, where hundreds of participants rush
up the staircases of iconic buildings from Seoul to New York.

Since tower runners can’t always
train at the Empire State Building or
the Taipei 101, Intenza of-
fers the Escalate climber. With an
adjustable incline and step height,
it can help them prepare for such
grueling runs.

Set to its lowest step height,
however, and the Escalate can pro-
vide a low-impact workout for gym
members who’d rather take the el-
evator.

This versatility, combined with a
slick appearance, has turned the
Escalate into a key differentiator
for Intenza.

For athletes who want to push
themselves to the limit, Intenza
now is debuting weight vests that
can increase the difficulty of a ses-
sion on the Escalate.

“The Escalate is very suitable for
intense training. Throw in your
weight vest and you have yet an-
other level of intensity,” said Elea-
nor-Jayne Browne, vice president
of branding and communications.
“It could help amp up your exercise
regime, or increase your endur-
ance.”

Browne said workouts combin-
ing the Escalate with weight vests
help train firefighters — and pre-
pare hopefuls for the Candidate
Physical Ability Test, the standard
physical used to test North Ameri-
can firefighter recruits.

The vest comes in two pieces,
both with small pockets that can
hold weights of up 2.5 pounds.
The first vest can carry up to 50

pounds. With the second attach-
ment vest, users can haul a total of
75 extra pounds on the Escalate.
The concept fits with the de-
mand for increasingly intense work-
outs. Many studios now offer high-
intensity interval training (HIIT),
as well as equipment intended for
functional and athletic training.
That’s inspired Intenza to devel-
op a line of functional training gear.

Intenza 550 GC3 indoor cycle

“This is the beginning of many
complementary items that could
become a full cross-training pack-
age,” Browne said.

The Taiwan fitness equipment
brand also offers a full range of
cardio equipment, some equipped
with smart consoles.

At its booth, Intenza is hosting
group training demos using the lat-
est version of its indoor cycles. A
new console is designed to be more
ergonomic and use a more intuitive
display.

“The riding position changes a
lot during a cycling class, so we
worked a lot on the placement of
the console, to make sure it would
be reachable and easy to read in
any position,” said Johnny Chu, a
product designer at Intenza.

The console summarizes the
most important information on one
page, and more advanced data and
functions on two other pages.

The 550 GC3 cycle has a color-
coding system that indicates the
cyclist’s effort. A range of five col-
ors indicates if the user is pedaling
hard or taking it easy.

The color indicators can be cus-
tomized to reflect users’ personal
abilities by accounting for age and
gender when estimating their maxi-
mum heart rates.

The Escalate climber, combined
with upgrades in Intenza’s cardio
range, have helped the company
expand quickly. It should get an-
other push this year when it opens
a European subsidiary in Dussel-
dorf, Germany, under the leader-
ship of Lars Schmidt.

The Dutchman is a seasoned fit-
ness industry executive. He was
previously CEO of MoveTolLive
and vice president of sales in Eu-

Intenza weight vest

rope, the Middle East and Africa for
Freemotion Fitness.

Schmidt has been with Intenza
since the beginning of March. He
is putting together a team of sales
agents in Germany and reinforcing
distribution in other European mar-
kets. Intenza already has lined up
two distributors for France and for
Spain and Portugal.

Intenza’s European subsidiary
complements others in Singapore,
Japan, South Korea and the United
States. The U.S. subsidiary, based
near Seattle, Washington, is un-
der new leadership. Daniel Woods
was appointed as managing direc-
tor earlier this year, replacing Kurt
Kenney.

Schmidt said unique features
help Intenza’s products compete
with leading international brands in
the commercial market.

One is InCare, an advanced
maintenance function for its smart
consoles.

“It reports directly to our Euro-
pean service center and the distrib-
utor,” Schmidt said. “This means we
will know in advance when there is
going to be a malfunction and we
can intervene to prevent disrup-
tion.”

Intenza is also investing in mar-
keting with Intenza 2.0, an updated
visual identity launched last year,
and marketing tools for Intenza
customers.

For 2019, Intenza is focusing on
the hashtags #futureme and #to-
morrowtoday to inspire gym users.

“The idea is that decisions made
today will have an impact tomor-
row, and we want to highlight train-
ing suggestions instead of guilt-
tripping people,” Browne said.
M Barbara Smit
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LEAN MANUFACTURINGIIS A
TONIC FOR TONIC FITNESS

When a supply truck arrives at Tonic Fitness
Technology in Tainan, the driver gets precise
instructions on where to park. The delivery is
arranged like clockwork, with a materials flow
chart mapping out exactly where each part
from the truck should go.

t’s part of a lean manufacturing

system at Tonic EEEEN that has

led to significant productivity
gains. The system has enabled the
fitness equipment maker to roughly
halve its supplier delivery times to
45 minutes.

“We have detailed sheets for
each supplier, telling the driver
where to unload and which forklift
to use,” said Vince Wu, the chief ex-
ecutive of Tonic Fitness. “These are
all small things, but they add up to a
much more productive flow.”

When a key customer experi-
enced surging sales, Tonic Fitness
had to boost capacity and improve
its productivity.

The results are impressive. Be-
fore the company started imple-
menting lean manufacturing four
years ago, it produced about
60,000 units a year with 110 work-
ers.

Last year, output soared to
200,000 units with 230 workers.
Wu plans to increase production
again to about 2,000 units a day in
the second half of this year, up from
about 500 at the beginning of the
year.

Tonic is also building a second
factory that should begin produc-
tion in the second quarter of 2020.
That plant occupies about 10,000
square meters (2.5 acres) of land in
Tainan’s Shin-Ji Industrial Park.

When production is in full swing,
Tonic says its combined annual ca-
pacity should reach about 1 million
units, with strategic outsourcing.
Because much of the production
will be automated, Tonic will need
about 500 employees.

“The most important gains are in
the internal delivery,” Wu said. “Pre-
viously, employees had to move
around to fetch parts. Now, the ro-
bot will move so the employees can
focus on assembly. This is where
they add the most value.”

Tonic measures efficiency in
“takt time,” or the time a unit spends
at each station. Before implement-
ing lean manufacturing measures,
Tonic’s takt time was about 120
seconds. It’s gradually lowered it to
74 seconds in 2016 and 60 seconds
last year.

Tonic makes indoor cycles for
the Taiwan market under its i-Shape
brand name. The company will host

A rendering of Tonic’s new factory in Tainan, scheduled to open in 2020

two indoor cycle demos on 10 bikes
today, and another on 33 bikes dur-
ing the public day on Saturday.

At TaiSPO, Tonic is sharing a
booth with the Taiwan Sporting
Goods Manufacturers Association
(TSMA) and other members of the
S-Team, a group of 16 leading Tai-
wanese sporting goods manufac-
turers and suppliers.

The S-Team, which Wu has
chaired since last year, helps its
members share resources to im-
prove their operations.

When the S-Team was created
eight years ago, the members tried
to work together more efficiently

by standardizing parts. But Wu ac-
knowledged that this proved com-
plicated.

Now, S-Team members focus on
learning from one another on such
topics as marketing and lean manu-
facturing.

Twelve participants recently re-
turned from a visit to the United
States, where they toured an Olym-
pic training site in Tennessee, the
training center for the Texas Rang-
ers professional baseball team near
Dallas, and the IHRSA conven-
tion and trade fair in San Diego.

M Barbara Smit

LIVE AND IN LIVING COLOR:
LIFESPAN FRESHENS BRANDING

With its TaiSPO booth decorated in shades

of turquoise and bright orange, LifeSpan

is debuting fresh branding to spotlight its
technology and design upgrades.

ifeSpan is the fitness equip-

ment brand of Strength

Master Fitness Tech, EEIEEE

one of Taiwan’s leading fit-
ness equipment makers.

The brand is long established in
the U.S. market, with smart fea-
tures in cardio and workplace fit-
ness equipment. LifeSpan launch-
es the new brand identity as it
expands its global distribution.

Strength Master has also updat-
ed digital features on LifeSpan’s
treadmills, after absorbing a Tai-
wanese firm last year that special-
izes in console technology.

“The consoles of all treadmills
will have interactive functions and
built-in fitness programs,” said
Kirsty Chen, deputy manager of
the Strength Master sales depart-
ment. The company will update its
bikes and ellipticals next year.

The integration of the technol-
ogy makes it easier for Strength
Master to smartly combine its
hardware with digital functions.
Chen said the focus is on the user
experience, with touchscreens
that highlight the
most relevant func-
tions.

The system has
Bluetooth connectiv-
ity and is compatible
with such apps as
Google Fit and Apple
Health.

LifeSpan treadmills
already include such

features as Intelli-
Step, which counts
a user’s steps, and
Intelli-Guard, which

makes treadmills saf-
er by stopping the

belt when it hasn’t been used for
more than 20 seconds.

The upgraded treadmills as-
sume pride of place at LifeSpan’s
colorful TaiSPO booth.

“It’'s the first time that we are
emphasizing the LifeSpan brand
here,” Chen said. “The decoration
is like a runway, with two distinct
areas for the fitness and work-
place products.”

Strength Master is also invest-
ing in LifeSpan’s sales infrastruc-

“IT’S THE FIRST TIME THAT
WE ARE EMPHASIZING THE
LIFESPAN BRAND HERE.
THE DECORATION IS LIKE
A RUNWAY, WITH TWO
DISTINCT AREAS FOR THE
FITNESS AND WORKPLACE

PRODUCTS.”

— KIRSTY CHEN,
STRENGTH MASTER

ture. It named Herman Bakker as
business development manager
in Europe, the Middle East and Af-
rica.

Bakker is a seasoned Dutch ex-
ecutive who formerly supervised
European distributors for Life Fit-
ness, a leading fitness equipment
company. He spent 14 years there,
the last six as country manager for
the Benelux countries.

LifeSpan is also considering
opening a full-fledged European
subsidiary to accompany its distri-
bution center in the Netherlands.

Its U.S. subsidiary has helped
drive LifeSpan sales there. Based
in Salt Lake City, Utah, it is called
PCE Fitness.

Along with equipment, PCE
sells Interactive Health Partner, an
online health management sys-
tem.

Based in Changhua County,
Strength Master also sells the Am-
pera line of training equipment
that replaces free weights with
an electrical resistance system.
M Barbara Smit
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FUTURE OLYMPIC SKATEBOARDERS MAY
GET THEIR START ON A TK CHIN RAMP

For the first time, skateboarders will compete
in the Summer Olympics next year.

he decision by organizers of

| the 2020 Tokyo Games to in-

clude skateboarding, along

with four other non-traditional

Olympic sports, may help make

the games relevant to younger and
more urban viewers.

It was also an inspiration to How-
ard Chin, a Taiwanese businessman
who has invented many pieces of
sports gear and toys in his career.

His Taipei-based company, TK
Chin, [lSIElE is showing a portable
skateboarding ramp at TaiSPO

“It’s like a Lego ramp,” Chin said.
“There is big customer potential be-
cause it’s compact and easy to as-
semble. You could take it along for
a picnic.”

TK Chin has sold portable skate-
boarding ramps for years, but Chin
said the upcoming Olympic Games
prompted him to expand the range
by adding modules so buyers can
customize the ramps.

“You can combine them and
change many features. That makes
it much more interesting,” he said.

TK Chin was originally a trading

company, but changed its focus af-
ter opening a factory in Malaysia.
The company now handles many
types of manufacturing, from injec-
tion molding to welding.

Ken Chin, the owner’s son, said
the Malaysian factory gives TK Chin
a competitive advantage because
of the country’s low oil prices and
high labor productivity.

TK Chin now operates two facto-
ries in Penang, in northwest Ma-
laysia, that employ about 200 and
cover some 24,000 square meters
(258,000 square feet). Instead of
dispatching Taiwanese managers to
supervise production, TK Chin has
installed cameras to monitor the
factories remotely.

Malaysia’s favorable trading rela-
tionships have also helped TK Chin
develop its international business.

TK Chin now sells active leisure
products in all shapes and sizes —
most of them made of plastic and
mostly, but not exclusively, intend-
ed for children or teenagers.

Its wide-ranging catalog features
products from swings to boxing

equipment, and from basketball
hoops to balance boards.

Chin prides himself on creat-
ing many of the products, some
of which have garnered recog-
nition for their ingenuity. A por-
table slide, for example, may be
attached to indoor stairs or set
up as a standalone slide in the
yard.

TK Chin sells to toy stores as
well as sporting goods chains,
including Intersport and Sport
2000. Chin says the distinc-
tion between toys and sporting
goods is blurring because par-
ents are increasingly eager to en-
courage their children to be active
— anything to get them away from
sitting for hours in frontof a TV or a
computer screen.

One of Chin’s latest inventions is
a basketball set that uses a handle
to adjust the height of the hoop.
“Previously it was a telescopic sys-
tem. You had to take out the pin
and pull, and it was quite heavy,”
he said. “The new system is much
easier and lighter.”

Another deceptively simple inno-
vation is an arc-shaped base on TK
Chin’s basketball sets. Many basket-

Howard Chin, founder of TK Chin, demonstrates

his portable, modular skateboarding ramp.

ball sets stand on a heavy square
base so they won’t keel over. But
these types of bases encroach
on the playing surface and are so
heavy that players could stub their
toes or twist their ankles in the heat
of the action.

A balance board incorporates a
guard on the edge to prevent users
from toppling backward. Chin said
his product is about half the price of
the leading balance trainers on the
market. The guard makes the bal-
ance trainer more versatile, so users
can more easily train abs and legs.
M Barbara Smit
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SAEKO GOES THE DISTANCE WITH
OLYMPIC HOPEFUL CHANG TUAN CHUN

With just over a year to go before the Tokyo
Olympics, Chang Tuan Chun is training

hard to secure a spot

in the triathlon at the

Games.

,:rg

Saeko’s Selina Liu poses with three winners
— the Falcon and Carina goggles, and
Taiwanese triathlete and Olympic hopeful
Chang Tuan Chun (in the display photo).

s he raises funds to train in
AThaiIand and New Zealand,

the Taiwanese triathlete
receives steadfast support from
Saeko, a goggle brand that sells
products for indoor and outdoor
swimming.

The Saeko brand is owned by
First Rank BISHE of Taipei. By
sponsoring Tuan Chun, Saeko
features on the same garments
as much larger sponsors such as
Nike.

“We have built up our market-
ing department for the Taiwanese
market in the last two years,” said
Selina Liu, marketing manager for
First Rank. “It has helped to create
more activities and to build on the
recognition we have obtained for

our goggles.”

The brand has supported sev-
eral water sports and endurance
events, such as last year’s Urban
Aquathlon in Singapore and the
Xterra Taiwan race, where Saeko
appeared on the arrival gate.

The partnership with Tuan Chun
comes in handy as he travels to
races around Asia, since Saeko is
also looking to widen its reach in
the area. It has recently targeted
the Philippines, Singapore and
Bangladesh, and this year plans to
focus on Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand.

First Rank also supplies retail-
ers and water sports brands in
several other markets, thanks to
the reputation of its products and
technology.

For example, the Ultrafuse tech-
nology that First Rank uses to as-
semble its goggles allows it to
produce a wide variety of designs,
while ensuring there is no leakage,
and the seals won’t pop out.

“The two parts are fused. That
means we can create many dif-
ferent combinations, and not just
round-shaped goggles,” Liu said.

First Rank earned a Taiwan Ex-
cellence award this year for its
Falcon model, named after the
shape of the lens. Liu said the
goggles are particularly comfort-
able because of the construction
and soft gasket. The design offers
panoramic vision with clear frontal
and side vision.

A second prize winner, the Ca-
rina, offers many of the same
features and adds a reflective
coating. It comes with patented
buckles designed by First Rank, so
the goggles are easy to tighten or
loosen.

The awards support First Rank’s
trade activities and provide ex-
tra exposure for the brand. The
mark is used on point of sale
materials for Saeko goggles
along, of course, with Tuan Chun.
M Barbara Smit

CHARDER’S BODY ANALYZER CAN
FATTEN GYM RETENTION RATES

Step onto Charder’s analyzer, hold the
handles, and within seconds you will get
the lowdown on your body composition,

fat analysis and muscle quality — all neatly

summarized in a few

uch equipment, which relies
Son bioelectrical impedance

analysis (BIA), has prolifer-
ated in recent years as gym opera-
tors seek to provide extra services
to their members, boost retention
rates and even add a few extra dol-
lars to their monthly dues.

Charder EEEEER has thrown its
weight behind body composition
analysis by developing its own gear
and algorithms, and by using med-
ical-grade technology that delivers
accurate results in under a minute.

“It’s very useful for gyms and
personal trainers, who can explain
the results and formulate appro-
priate training plans for gym mem-
bers,” said Sally Chen, Charder’s
deputy general manager.

The Charder body analyzer is
available in two versions. A larger
analyzer, for medical profession-
als, uses five or six frequencies
for detailed data. A smaller ma-
chine, which Charder is debuting at
TaiSPO, uses three frequencies to
provide data that is most relevant
for sports and fitness.

By using more frequencies, the
company explains, the system can
provide more, and more detailed,
types of analyses.

For example, a single low-fre-
quency current will bypass a cell
membrane instead of penetrating
it, which prevents an analysis of cell
walls.

figures and graphs.

The BIA market has long been
dominated by Inbody, but the South
Korean company is facing a grow-
ing number of competitors such
as Tanita, Asterasys and Acunig.
Charder says most gym analyzers
operate with two frequencies.

Charder’s smaller MA 601 model
requires users to remove their
shoes, stand on a little platform
and hold one handle in each hand.
The machine sends barely notice-
able electrical currents through the
body. It then computes a conve-
nient single-page summary.

A “Muscle Quality Analysis,” for
example, estimates the user’s
muscle quality based on muscle
strength and adjusted for age and

gender.
Charder’s more sophisticated
model for medical professionals

also generates a sometimes un-
savory “Abdominal Fat Analysis,”
which measures the percentages of
a user’s visceral and subcutaneous
fat, as higher percentages of vis-
ceral fat can lead to a greater risk
of obesity-related diseases. Most
analyzers, by comparison, lump
both measurements together into a
single body fat percentage.
Charder has been developing its
BIA system for several years, and
said the algorithms it uses have
been “repeatedly verified by a large
number of clinical experiments.”
“The analysis results can be

synced directly with the gym’s
membership management system,”
said Chris Cho, brand manager.
“Gyms can help users track their
progress more effectively and con-
veniently if they can store and ana-
lyze the results directly.”

The Charder system uses the
gym’s WiFi network to connect
with its membership management
system.

Charder, in Taichung, was found-
ed by Paul Tsai, an electronics en-
gineer. The company started as an
OEM manufacturer of consumer
scales. In 2005, it launched
Charder Medical, targeting
customers from hospitals to
dialysis centers and veterinary
clinics.

Another customer group in-
cludes industrial service cus-
tomers such as food produc-
ers and the shipping industry,
which use Charder scales.

Charder’s customers in-
clude such big names as Tefal,
Panasonic and Omron, which
encouraged Charder to devel-
op a body fat analysis system.

Charder’s work on bioelec-
trical impedance analysis has
drawn the attention of Tai-
wan’s ministry of health. The
ministry is conducting a three-
year national health survey
that will be used to guide Tai-
wan’s health policies.

While body measurements
typically focus on fat, Cho
said the muscle quality analy-
sis could be equally useful for
health care providers, espe-
cially those who care for el-
derly patients.

By adding connectivity functions
to its body composition analyz-
ers, Charder is positioning itself
in the healthcare market. A user’s
Body Composition Analysis can be
quickly added to someone’s medi-
cal records or shared with his or her
health insurance system, Cho said.

Another Charder brand, Oserio,
makes equipment for the con-
sumer market through customers
such as Watsons, the drugstore
chain. Its machines are made by
manufacturers in China and Taiwan.
B Barbara Smit

Bioelectrical Inpedance Analysis provides
data relevant for workout plans.
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TAISPO HONORS 10 PRODUCTS
WITH INNOVATION AWARDS

From an energy-packed drumming
workout to a tiny bicycle power meter,
10 groundbreaking products won TaiSPO
Innovation Awards.

structure to prevent injuries from
collisions.

The McSIL Seamless Elbow Pro-

Training with a Parabell board

ee the winners on display at
booth [CEEIE.

The Parabell Training Course,
from TFL Fitness Center, is a func-
tional training workout that uses
a Parabell board. TFL says the
board, with seven grip points, per-
mits more versatile exercises than
dumbbells and other weights be-
cause it can be held at a wider vari-
ety of angles.

The jury also liked the Crazy Hit!
group exercise class, where exer-
cisers pound on a Fly Step board
with drum sticks (see related story,
this page).

The S-Force Performance Train-
er from Matrix, a brand of Johnson
Health Tech, EEEBER is meant for

athletic performance and high-in-
tensity interval training (HIIT). The
low-impact machine helps users
work on acceleration, like the drive
phase of a sprint, or sports like bas-
ketball and football.

McFashion 3D elbow protector

The Sole Stepper from Dyaco In-
ternational EJiBE is made for en-
durance training or short bursts.
An incline feature changes the in-
tensity of the workout. Dyaco says
it can be used for circuit training or
as a standalone trainer.

The versatile Verso is a stepper

Perseidas noise-reducing exercise mat

that has cycle and elliptical modes
as well (see story in yesterday’s
TaiSPO Show Daily). Verso supplier
Sports Art EBEBER offers two self-
powered versions.

The 3D elbow protector from
McFashion International [NSENE is
a seamless sleeve with a silicone

Matrix S-Force Performance Trainer

tect Sleeve has a patented, four-
way super-stretch fabric, which is
ultra-thin and light and provides
compression for muscle support. It
includes a silicone buffer with tri-
angular shapes.

An exercise mat from Perseidas
Enterprise BEEE not only pro-
tects the floor, but protects the
ears of the neighbors. It cuts vibra-
tion and noise caused by barbells
dropped on the floor. A new cross-
lock system makes the mats easy
to assemble and disassemble.

The Arofly Link from TBS Cor-
poration BJSEEl connects the min-
iature Arofly bicycle power meter
and cadence sensor with other
bike computers, using Bluetooth or
Ant+.

The Fast
system from
Enford In-
ternational
integrates
three steps
for making
custom in-
soles into one
machine, so a
custom insole
can be made
in less than
30 minutes. &

Dyaco Sole Stepper

KEDDY LIU POUNDS THE DRUM
FOR THE CRAZY HIT! WORKOUT

In a spacious exercise studio in Taoyuan

recently, some 20 women were jumping

around, cheering — and furiously hitting
inflated balance trainers.

elcome to Crazy Hit!, an
exercise class invented
in Taiwan that has won

plaudits for accessible full-body
training routines, done in fun,
high-energy classes.

The face behind Crazy Hit is
Keddy Liu, an instructor from Tai-
wan’s Fly Fitness and Teaching
Union. Liu got his start teaching
fitness classes at Les Mills and
Radical Fitness. He wanted to cre-
ate a class that was original and
accessible, and had a local touch.

“Drums are part of our culture
— we play them at big festivals,”
Liu said. “The trick was to create
equipment and exercise that made
it easy and entertaining to train
with drum sticks.”

Crazy Hit classes use sticks
made of wood, not plastic, for

comfort. They are thick and fea-
ture anti-slip grooves and are held
“like Chinese-style drumming,” Liu
said.

The other essential component
of a Crazy Hit class is the Fly Step,
a balance trainer that looks like an
oval green Bosu ball. Both were
designed specifically for Crazy Hit
and are made in Taiwan.

“Drumming on the floor would
be too hard and noisy, and too
tough for tall people,” Liu said.
“But if the board is too big there is
not enough space to move around
and do other exercise like squats.”

Workouts consist of 10 musical
segments that progress from a
warm-up to simple aerobics to
high-powered cardio training and
balance exercises. The most pop-
ular part comes about halfway

through, when
participants are
encouraged to
wildly beat on
their Fly Steps
— and the in-
structor makes
sure they do
so with plenty
of cheerful en-
ergy.

“In one hour,
you get cardio
training, you
work on your
legs, arms and
core muscles,
and you have
plenty of fun,” Liu said.

Most of the participants at the
Taoyuan class were beginners
who had never tried Crazy Hit, but
they had no trouble following the
moves.

Fly Fitness has publicized Crazy
Hit classes for about two years,
selling the program to fitness clubs
and organizing family-friendly

Keddy Liu leads a Crazy Hit! workout in Taoyuan.

workshops. They've become so
popular that Liu has about 20 to
30 bookings per week all over Tai-
wan — so many that he can’t do
them all.

Fly Fitness plans to showcase
Crazy Hit at international fairs
and create a licensing program.
M Barbara Smit
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2 Cycle Shows
1 Advertising Package

Eurobike and the Taipei International Cycle Show
are the world’s #1 & #2 Bicycle Trade Shows. Use
the official Show Dailies to project your marketing
message and make the most of your valuable
show investment...

Book an advertising package for both EUROBIKE
and TAIPEI CYCLE Show Daily at once, and get a
20% DISCOUNT. For details, contact
sales@bikeshowdaily.com.
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could satisfied European couniry's standard.

v-

JY-7029

Bicyche Front Light

Aysation aluminam matenal of kead parl, with betier heal desipaten
O G-wrtt wehithe LED

Actual outpit 500 Lumes

Battery: 18500 lithium battery 3, F1400mih

Ciar ursed Bthium bafiery with PCNpower circuil module),

Designed for
45km/h E-bikes

prosiding the over-charge debectionl0VF)

& over -tischarge detection{UVP)

Inclusive Micro-USE Cable -

Wit low batery Indcato E-mark Pending
JY-6058
Bicysie Reas Light

One {.5-wealt Red LED al the botiom, 5 red LEDS af side
Battery: Lithium polymser battery 3. 7V/700msh

ur wsed lithium Baftery with PCMpawsr circuil module),

proWiIng B ovel-chafge detoctieniTVF) & over-dschasge SotectisniUi)
lmclusive Mscre- LS Cable

‘Walerprool: IFX4

Wish low battery indicatcs

JY-2012
J-4012E-L -4 ZFOF-L
English wersion with wire Multl-language(EN.GEFR) with wine
J-ATT2E-W T-ADT2FGF-W
English version winsless Multi-language{EH.GEFR) wankss
Bicycle Computer Bicycle Computer
16 Funclions 21 Fanclivas
Big LED display ofiers sasy read-out Big LED désplay offers sasy rad-out =
- - 2 I
JY-6500 JY-6500M JY-553 JY-553M . .
Bicyche Carvies Light Bicycle Dynama Carier Light Bicyche Carrier Light Bicycle Dynama Carrinr Light
2 Super Bright Red LED 2 Super Bright Red LED 2 Super Bright Red LED 1 Super Bright Red LED
Function: On-0f Stand kaht henction Femction: Qn-0f Stand light function
Linet Technaslogy Lina Technsingy Linit Techmology With Rt More New Models at
With Refectr With Aieflectar With Reflector Assemby wisth 0 mm or Shmm -
WSty | Al e M Mo e M info@hafny.com. tw Booth:Hall 2,4F,R0901a
Baltery; AANZ Battery; AAA'Z




Rove (Neco3+Neco4)
Dynamo Hub Power Generator-UPS System

PAT China.ZL201620041083.3 \.\tw
# necod EUEﬁE% A &mﬁﬁ

TAIPEI CYC LE

d&i award

PAT China: 01 620848170X

ﬁ&20 ERET A, eS8 é é

“~ PAT China .M565669 r‘

WWW. necopar’rs com



	TSD3 p1-24
	TSD3 p25-38
	TSD3 p39-48

