
Thursday, November 3, 2016 Page 16

LOCAL
Airport MRT launch 
possible in H1 2017
TAIPEI, CNA 

	 Transportation	Minister	Ho	
Chen	Tan	said	Wednesday	that	
a	long-delayed	mass	rapid	tran-
sit	system	linking	Taipei	and	
Taiwan’s	main	 international	
airport	could	begin	service	in	
the	first	half	of	next	year.	
	 The	 35.7-ki lometer	 l ine,	
which	has	been	under	construc-
tion	since	2006	and	will	serve	
22	stations,	including	14	from	
Taipei	Main	Station	to	Taiwan	
Taoyuan	International	Airport,	
was	originally	 scheduled	 to	
open	in	2010.
				It	has	been	delayed	several	
times,	however,	largely	due	to	
signal	problems	and	a	lack	of	
coordination	between	the	line’s	
contractors.	
	 “We	hope	the	service	can	be	
launched	in	the	first	half	of	next	
year,	but	we	still	have	 to	re-
spect	the	results	of	inspections,”	
Ho	Chen	said.	
	 He	noted	that	the	stability	of	
the	line	is	being	improved,	and	
the	ministry	is	making	efforts	to	
have	it	put	into	service	as	soon	
as	possible.	
	
Master Hsing Yun stable 
after stroke: hospital
TAIPEI, CNA 

	 Master	Hsing	Yun,	 founder	
of	Fo	Guang	Shan,	an	 inter-
national	Buddhist	 religious	
movement,	was	in	stable	con-
dition	Wednesday	after	brain	
surgery	following	a	stroke,	Ka-
ohsiung	Chang	Gung	Memorial	
Hospital	said	that	day.	
	 Chen	Chao-lung,	convener	
of	the	hospital’s	medical	team,	
said	that	Hsing	Yun	suffered	a	
hemorrhagic	stroke	and	doctors	
removed	a	fist-size	blood	clot	
from	his	brain	Oct.	31	in	a	pro-
cedure	that	lasted	three	hours	
and	25	minutes.	
	 He 	 sa id 	 tha t 	 Hs ing 	 Yun	
developed	 the	 symptoms	of	
drowsiness,	vomiting	and	weak-
ness	after	he	returned	from	an	
overseas	preaching	mission	Oct.	
29,	and	was	taken	to	the	hospi-
tal	the	following	day.	
				The	master	is	now	conscious,	
but	as	he	is	90	years	old,	suf-
fered	two	ischemic	strokes	in	
2011,	and	has	a	medical	record	
of	high	blood	pressure,	high	
blood	sugar	and	high	cholester-
ol,	he	will	have	to	remain	in	the	
hospital	for	a	few	more	days.	
	 “The	hospital	 is	cautiously	
optimistic	 about	 his	 condi-
tion,	but	it	remains	to	be	seen	
when	he	will	be	able	to	be	dis-
charged,”	Chen	said.	
	 Meanwhile,	 the	operations	
of	 Fo	 Guang	 Shan,	 located	
in	Kaohsiung	and	the	 largest	
monastery	in	Taiwan,	are	pro-
ceeding	normally.	
	 Many	of	 the	 followers	and	
visitors	to	the	monastery	said	
that	they	only	learned	about	the	
master’s	hospitalization	from	
media	reports.	

Bill to allow Tibetan 
stateless nationals to stay
TAIPEI, CNA 

	 The	Legislative	Yuan	approved	
the	third	reading	of	an	amend-
ment	to	the	Immigration	Act	to	
grant	residence	permits	to	state-
less	nationals	from	Tibet	who	
arrived	in	Taiwan	from	India	
and	Nepal	prior	to	June	29.	
	 The	amendment	stipulates	
that	the	National	Immigration	
Agency	should	grant	residence	
permits	to	stateless	nationals	
from	Tibet,	who	entered	Taiwan	
from	India	and	Nepal	before	
June	29,	2016	and	have	not	
been	forced	to	leave	the	nation,	
once	their	 identities	are	con-
firmed	by	the	Mongolian	and	
Tibetan	Affairs	Commission.	
The	existing	bill	allows	only	
stateless	nationals	from	Tibet	
who	entered	Taiwan	from	India	
and	Nepal	between	May	21,	
1999	and	Dec.	31,	2008	to	stay.	
	 Lawmaker	 Kolas 	 Yotaka	
estimated	 that	 thanks	 to	 the	
amended	bill,	at	least	16	such	
stateless	nationals	are	expected	
to	obtain	residence	and	work	
permits.	
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‘billy Lynn’ premieres nov. 11
Taiwanese-American director Ang Lee walks the red carpet at the Taiwan 
premiere of “Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk” at Taipei Main Station on 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, The film hits theaters in Taiwan, Nov. 11. Vieshow Cinema 
in Taipei’s Q Square at the Taipei Main Station is the only cinema in Taiwan 
equipped to show the film in its original format of 3-D, 4K resolution and 120 
frames per second.

beginning to look a lot like Christmasland
New Taipei City’s Christmasland is seen in this photo provided by the New Taipei City Government, Wednesday, Nov. 2. Preparations are underway for Christmasland 
displays, with lights set to be officially turned on Nov. 19. Lights and events at Christmasland will stay on for 45 days, complete with 3-D Projection Mapping technology 
used to design its Christmas tree and attractions. The city government expects to see its annual Christmasland attract domestic and foreign tourists to New Taipei City.
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	 Premier	Lin	Chuan	Wednesday	
said	the	government	hoped	to	sta-
bilize	the	property	market.	
	 Lin	said	it	was	not	advisable	for	
the	government	to	continue	with	
a	policy	of	dampening	property	
prices.
	 Lin	made	 the	 remarks	 in	an	
interview	broadcast	on	SuperFM	
radio	station.
	 “At	present,	it	is	not	the	right	
time	to	continue	efforts	to	dampen	

the	property	market	...	But	it	is	also	
not	desirable	for	house	prices	to	
continue	rising.”
	 Lin	said	the	ideal	situation	would	
be	for	property	prices	to	remain	
stable.	
	 He	said	in	places	where	home	
prices	see	unreasonable	increases,	
“localized”	adjustments	may	be	in-
evitable.	
	 “But	the	overall	property	market	
must	not	be	allowed	to	continue	to	
slide,	which	could	do	enormous	

harm	to	the	economy.”
	 Rising	property	prices	would	
prevent	people	from	buying	their	
own	homes,	potentially	creating	
social	problems,	Lin	said	during	
the	radio	interview.	
	 But	 the	premier	also	warned	
against	a	price	drop,	saying	it	could	
give	rise	to	toxic	debts	and	impact	
economic	growth.
	 The	previous	government	made	
efforts	to	curb	the	rising	property	
prices,	but	the	campaign	has	had	

consequences	for	the	current	prop-
erty	market	in	Taiwan.
	 Lin	said	 that	 in	Taiwan,	any	
person	with	an	ordinary	income	
should	be	able	to	maintain	a	nice	
life.	
	 But	Lin	said	such	people		were	
“finished”	if	they	attempted	to	buy	
their	own	homes.
	 He	said	an	average	40-year-old	
who	has	worked	for	10	years	would	
struggle	to	afford	a	home	in	the	
Greater	Taipei	area.

	 The	premier	described	this	as	
he	a	social	problem	and	a	result	
of	soaring	property	prices	in	the	
past.	But	he	said	there	was	no	fix-all	
solution	for	the	property	market.
	 He	said	that	if	there	was	a	crash	
in	house	prices,	the	entire	economy	
could	collapse.	
	 But	if	property	prices	remained	
the	same	and	the	salary	levels	were	
to	increase,	it	could	lead	to	inflation	
and	create	another	kind	of	“social	
collapse,”the	premier	warned.

	 “Therefore,	the	(property	mar-
ket)	policy	needs	to	be	adjusted	
slowly.”	
	 Lin	said	the	foremost	job	was	to	
stabilize	the	property	prices,	hoping	
that	they	will	neither	increase	nor	
decrease	sharply.	
	 The	idea	is	to	let	property	prices	
reflect	the	people’s	purchasing	pow-
er,	he	said.	For	those	who	still	lack	
the	purchasing	power,	the	govern-
ment	can	offer	them	social	housing,	
or	assistance	with	rents,	Lin	said.

AN END TO CONTROLS?

‘Not advisable’ to cap property prices: premier

By Joseph yeh

The China Post

	 Taiwan’s	military	is	consider-
ing	increasing	the	frequency	of	
rifle	shooting	practice	for	high-
school	students,	as	part	of	a	push	
to	implement	its	all-out	national	
defense	policy,	a	military	official	
said	Wednesday.
	 General	Chen	Hsiao-ming	(陳曉

明)	of	the	Ministry	of	National	De-
fense	(MND)	told	lawmakers	that	
Taiwanese	high-school	students	
currently	have	only	one	round	
of	rifle	shooting	practice	in	their	
sophomore	year	of	high	school	
or	vocational	school.
	 “We	are	hoping	that	the	Min-
istry	of	Education	(MOE)	can	in-
crease	the	frequency	of	rifle	shoot-
ing	practice	from	once	in	three	
years	to	once	every	year,”	Chen	
told	Democratic	Progressive	Party	
Legislator	Tsai	Shih-ying	(蔡適應)	
when	fielding	questions	during	a	
legislative	session.
	 Chen	refuted	local	media	reports	
that	the	military	may	ask	local	high	
schools	to	store	the	rifles	used	for	
shooting	practice	if	the	Education	
Ministry	agreed	to	increase	the	
frequency	of	practice.
	 Chen	said	all	1,706	rifles	the	

MOE	bought	from	the	military’s	
205th	Arsenal	in	Kaohsiung	were	
stored	by	that	arsenal.
	 The	arsenal	ships	the	rifles	to	
shooting	ranges	across	the	country	
before	students	take	to	the	ranges	
for	target	practice,	he	added.
	 “We	 will	 never	 ask	 schools	
to	 store	 these	 weapons,”	 he	
stressed.
	 The	official’s	comments	con-
firmed	previous	media	reports	
that	the	military	was	considering	
asking	the	MOE	to	ensure	all	high-
school	graduates	were	familiar	
with	rifling	shooting	and	could	
become	qualified	marksmen	after	
graduation.
	 The	proposal	was	reportedly	
raised	by	Defense	Minister	Feng	
Shih-kuan	as	part	of	the	govern-
ment’s	all-out	defense	policy.	
	 The	military	also	hopes	more	
rifle	shooting	practice	could	boost	
recruitment	rates,	facilitating	Tai-
wan’s	shift	from	a	conscript	system	
to	a	fully	voluntary	force.
	 Currently,	high-school	students	
take	to	the	range	for	T65K2	assault	
rifle	training	in	the	first	or	sec-
ond	semester	of	their	high-school	
sophomore	year	under	the	guid-
ance	of	military	instructors.

Military mulling more 
rifle shooting practice 
for high-school students

By John Liu

The China Post

	 More	than	8,000	professionals	
visited	the	Kaohsiung	Food	Show	
between	Oct.	27-30,	a	25-percent	
increase	on	last	year,	the	event’s	
organizer	said.
	 The	 food	show	drew	buyers	
from	Taiwan	as	well	other	coun-
tries,	with	Japan,	China,	Hong	
Kong,	Malaysia	and	the	U.S.	mak-
ing	up	the	bulk	of	international	
buyers.
	 At	 the	 event,	 over	400	pro-
curement	sessions	were	held	to	
match	buyers	and	sellers.	US$20.5	
million	in	deals	were	struck,	ac-
cording	to	event	organizer	Tai-
wan	External	Trade	Development	
Council	(TAITRA).
	 Buyers	from	Southeast	Asia	and	
South	Asia,	regions	targeted	by	the	
government’s	“New	Southbound	
Policy,”	were	more	interested	in	
tea,	fruits	and	vegetables,	snack	
and	dessert,	prepared	food,	sauces	
and	condiment,	TAITRA	said.
	 Tin	 Thuong	 from	 Vietnam	
said	Taiwan	produced	excellent	

passion	fruits	that	were	in	great	
demand	in	Vietnam,	adding	that	
business	deals	were	struck	with	
Taiwanese	 sellers	 at	 the	 food	
show.
	 Exhibitor	Paris	Beaute,	a	sub-
sidiary	of	Paris-based	Groupe	GM,	

was	positive	about	the	exhibition	
turnout,	saying	that	there	were	
visits	 from	 some	 well-known	
companies	in	Kaohsiung	on	the	
show’s	opening	day.
	 Besides	 the	Food	Show,	 the	
Kaohsiung	International	Hotel,	

Restaurant,	Baking	and	Catering	
Show	were	also	held	onsite.	The	
four-day	event	boasted	a	record	
number	of	360	exhibitors	and	14	
national	pavilions	and	likely.	The	
shows	will	be	held	again	between	
Oct.	26-29,	2017.

Surge in professional buyers at Kaohsiung Food Show

A scene of the 2016 Kaohsiung Food Show is shown in the photo taken on Friday, Oct. 28. The exhibit covers a wide variety of 
fresh vegetables and fruits, agricultural and fishery products, processed food products, specialty food gift-boxes, coffee and 
wine products.
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	 Three	banned	food	dyes	have	
been	found	in	some	of	the	imported	
snacks	tested	by	the	Food	and	Drug	
Administration	(FDA).
	 Companies	that	imported	the	
contaminated	products	have	been	
asked	to	return	or	destroy	them	
within	15	days.
	 In	October,	using	the	advanced	
liquid	chromatography–mass	spec-

trometry,	the	FDA	tested	36	food	
products.
	 The	advanced	testing	equipment	
was	able	to	detect	46	different	
natural	and	artificial	food	dyes.		
	 The	FDA’s	older	equipment	was	
only	able	to	detect	eight	artificial	
food	dyes.
	 Azorubine,	amaranth	and	sul-
forhodamine	were	found	in	nine	
tested	products.

	 While	the	former	two	are	allowed	
in	countries	like	China,	the	U.S.	
and	the	European	Union	and	pose	
relatively	little	health	risk,	they	are	
prohibited	by	local	laws,	the	FDA	
said.
	 Sulforhodamine,	which	is	clas-
sified	for	industrial	use,	is	not	per-
mitted	in	any	country	and	poses	
greater	health	risks.
	 In	accordance	with	the	Act	Gov-

erning	Food	Safety	and	Sanitation,	
food	importers	are	required	to	en-
sure	purchased	products	contain	
no	unlawful	ingredients.
	 None	of	the	food	products	in	
question	have	entered	the	market,	
as	they	were	stopped	at	customs.	
The	foodstuffs	were	sourced	from	
either	the	Philippines	or	Thailand,	
and	consisted	of	cookies,	candies	
and	soft	sweets.

Banned food dyes detected in sweet treats: FDA

TAIPEI, CNA 

	 The	number	of	overseas	visitors	
to	Taiwan	this	year	could	fall	by	
between	300,000	and	400,000	due	
to	the	sharp	decline	in	Chinese	visi-
tors,	Tourism	Bureau	chief	Chou	
Yung-hui	said	Wednesday.	
				The	number	of	foreign	visitors	
to	Taiwan	was	more	than	10	mil-
lion	last	year.	
				Chou	said	that	although	the	num-
ber	of	Chinese	visitors	has	fallen	
since	President	Tsai	Ing-wen	took	

office	in	May,	a	marked	increase	in	
visitors	from	Japan,	South	Korea	
and	Southeast	Asia	has	made	up	
for	some	of	the	shortfall.
				According	to	statistics	from	the	
Tourism	Bureau,	7.91	million	tour-
ists	arrived	in	Taiwan	in	the	first	
nine	months	of	this	year,	up	4.84	
percent	from	7.55	million	in	the	
same	period	last	year.	
	 	 	 	However,	 overseas	arrivals	
are	likely	to	continue	to	fall	in	the	
fourth	quarter,	ensuring	the	total	

number	for	the	year	will	be	fewer	
than	in	2015.

 1 Million Visits
	 Visits	in	a	single	year	between	
Taiwan	and	the	United	States	could	
break	1	million	for	the	first	time	
by	the	end	of	this	year,	a	Tourism	
Bureau	official	said	Wednesday.	
				Speaking	at	a	ceremony	to	mark	
EVA	Airways’	maiden	 flight	 to	
Chicago,	bureau	chief	secretary	
Tsai	Ming-ling	said	the	increas-

ing	services	offered	by	the	airline	
between	Taiwan	and	the	U.S.	have	
contributed	to	the	boom.
	 Tsai	said	the	bureau	estimated	
that	there	will	have	been	more	
than	500,000	visits	from	the	U.S.	
to	Taiwan	and	600,000	visits	from	
Taiwan	to	the	U.S	by	the	end	of	
2016.
	 Bureau	data	shows	that	between	
January	and	September	this	year,	
368,589	visits	were	recorded	from	
the	U.S	to	Taiwan.

Tourist arrivals could fall by 400,000 this year: official
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